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Conville & Walsh Ltd 

Fiction 

 

HEMISPHERES 
 

Steve Baker 
 
 
 

With the Falklands conflict reaching its climax, soldier Yan Thomas is tempted into desertion following a poker 
game of colossal proportions. Struggling to return home, Yan and his party of locals and fellow deserters embark on 
a remarkable chain of adventures across the Southern Ocean and beyond, which will push each further than they 
could possibly imagine. 

Three years after the conflict ends, and with no word from his missing father, sixteen year old Danny Thomas lives 
in a state of limbo in a run-down pub on the Tees estuary. His mother is paralysed by valium and the menacing 
figure of a barman, Gary Hagan, poses an ever-increasing threat to his future. Prompted by a chance encounter with 
an old friend of Yan‘s, Danny begins to feel the pull of the questions surrounding his father‘s fate and sets out on his 
own journey of discovery.  

HEMISPHERES is a startling debut novel, moving from the bright gas flares of the Teesside regeneration to the 
shrill hammering of the bird colonies of South Georgia. Exploring chance, nature and our place within them, the 
hemispheres of the title refer not only to the globe but to the difficult spaces of the human mind. 

Steve Baker is in his late thirties and worked as a primary school teacher before beginning his current career as an 
archaeologist. Though he has written several academic papers, HEMISPHERES is his first novel. He is currently 
working on his second.  

 

 

UK Publisher Atlantic Books 

UK Publication August 2010 

Status Bound proofs 

Length 324 pages 

Agent SMA 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth 

 

World English language rights: Atlantic Books 
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Fiction 

 

THE KING‘S MISTRESS 
 

Emma Campion 
 
 
 

From childhood, Alice Salisbury has learnt obedience in all things and at fourteen she dutifully marries the man 
whom her father has chosen for her – at the cost of losing for ever the love of her mother and the family whom she 
holds dear. But the merchant Janyn Perrers is a good and loving husband and Alice soon learns to enjoy marriage. 
That is, until a messenger brings news of his disappearance and she discovers that her husband had many secrets – 
secrets which have now put a price on her own head and that of her beloved daughter. 

Brought under the protection of King Edward III and Queen Philippa, she must obediently embrace her fate once 
more – as a virtual prisoner at Court. And when the King singles her out for more than just royal patronage she 
knows she has little choice but to accept his advances. But obeying the King brings with it many burdens as well as 
pleasures, as she forfeits her good name to keep her daughter free from hurt. 

Still a young woman and guided by her intellect and good business sense, she learns to use her gifts as wisely as she 
can. But as one of the king‘s favourites she brings jealousy and hatred in her wake and some will stop at nothing to 
see her fall from grace... 

Emma Campion studied for a PhD in Medieval and Anglo-Saxon literature and has continued to read, research and 
lecture on medieval history and literature ever since. She has previously published a series of medieval novels under a 
pseudonym, but with THE KING‘S MISTRESS, is now aiming for the first time at the market occupied by Philippa 
Gregory and Alison Weir. 

 

 

UK Publisher Century/Random House 

US Publisher Crown 

US Publication July 2010 

Status Finished copies 

Length 445 pages 

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, US, Brazil (Record), Czech Republic (Euromedia),Germany (Heyne), Italy 

(Piemme), Turkey (Elips Kitap) 
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Fiction 

 

BEYOND INDIGO 
 

Michael Cordy 
 
 
Praise for Michael Cordy: 

An all-singing, all-dancing cover-to-cover thrills and spills action adventure with a thought-provoking idea at its core. 
What more could you ask for? 
– Daily Mirror on TRUE 

Sheer entertainment... Delivers from initial concept through fast action to explosive finale. A masterclass in how it‘s 
done 
– Observer on TRUE 
 
A taut, gripping thriller 
– The Times on THE MESSIAH CODE 
 
Explosive... An entertaining tale of non-stop action 
– Toronto Star on THE MESSIAH CODE 

Where the five senses meet… anything is possible. 

After witnessing the murder of his parents, Nathan Fox, now a successful clinical and forensic psychiatrist, has learnt 
to keep his distance – professionally and personally. Detachment has kept him safe, whether treating disturbed 
patients or helping police fathom their darkest cases. 

Then he meets a beautiful woman suffering from retrograde amnesia and terrifying hallucinations. ‗Jane Doe‘ 
appears on no government records, has no past and remembers nothing of her identity. The mystery deepens when 
Fox discovers that the exact location and content of her hallucinations correspond in uncanny detail to actual past 
events. Although she can‘t access her own memory, she appears capable of accessing the residual memories of 
others. In trying to explain this phenomenon, Fox discovers Jane Doe has synaesthesia, a rare condition in which 
two or more senses combine. However, Jane Doe‘s synaesthesia is unique. All her five senses combine, creating a 
synergistic effect which allows her to see beyond the spectrum of normal human experience. 

Then the killings start – cryptic murders with only one connection: Jane Doe. Is someone trying to kill her or to 
protect her? And why? With increased urgency Fox‘s journey takes him into the realm of archaeosonics, in which 
walls not only have ears but cellular memory and the certainties of old are overruled by the probabilities of quantum 
physics. 

When a secretive cult deep in the Oregon wilderness surfaces to reclaim Jane Doe the mystery of her past life 
darkens. Sensing she is in danger, Fox‘s detachment deserts him and he determines to save her. But as he nears the 
corrupt black heart of the mystery, he realises it is not the past he must rescue her from but the future – from an evil 
beyond his darkest imaginings. 

Michael Cordy worked for ten years in marketing before giving it all up to write his first novel, THE MIRACLE 
STRAIN (retitled as THE MESSIAH CODE), which became an international bestseller and sold in 25 languages. 
He is also the author of LUCIFER (retitled as THE LUCIFER CODE), TRUE (retitled as THE VENUS 
CONSPIRACY) and CRIME ZERO (retitled as THE CRIME CODE). His last novel, THE SOURCE, has sold in 
over 12 languages and was optioned by Warner Brothers. 

 

 

UK Publisher Bantam/Transworld 

Publication 1 October 2010 

Status Unedited manuscript 

Length 100,000 words approximately 

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth 
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Fiction 

 

THE WILLING FLESH 
Book II of the ‗Staffe‘ novels 
 

Adam Creed 
 
 
Praise for SUFFER THE CHILDREN – Book I of the Staffe novels: 

A Waterstone‘s Crime Book of the Month 

A Borders Crime Book of the Month 

London‘s answer to The Wire 
 ð Independent 

A suitably dark and conflicted hero at the centre of an unsettling, compelling read that pushes the police 
procedural into ever darker territory where moral certainty becomes harder to find 
ð Brian McGilloway, author of Borderlands and Gallows Lane 

Creed writes with a gritty realism that doesn‘t let go. It keeps you transfixed right up to the nail biting 
climax 
ð Simon Beckett  

Faber sent me a copy ofs Suffer the Children, which has completely prevented me doing the work I was 
supposed to be doing. It's a gripping, gruelling and alarming novel, and I would hope to hear more of DI 
Staffe and his colleagues and enemies and to know whether he eventually sorts Paolo out. The depiction 
of the city itself was very interesting – streets ahead (as it were) of most 'realism' whether in crime fiction 
or elsewhere 
ð Sean O‘Brien 

Christmas is coming and DI Staffe is trying to make a go of it with his on-off girlfriend, Sylvie, when a murdered 
woman is discovered in a swanky City hotel room. 

Staffe becomes obsessed with Elena Danya, the dead, blonde and beguiling, high-end prostitute. When another, 
altogether more down-at-heel working girl is killed, and their mutual aristocratic friend and bad-girl, Arabella, goes 
missing, Staffe is drawn into the whole gamut of London's alien niches: brothels and gentlemen's clubs; banks and 
tenement estates.  

The evidence begins to point to a coy sociopath and voyeuristic predator, Graham Blears, but Staffe is not convinced 
and is increasingly drawn away from the city and towards the roots of a tangled ménage of City banker, Russian 
oligarch, and Turkish playboy, forcing himself down into the higher echelons of the British establishment, whose 
barricades begin to stonewall the investigation.  

When his Chief, Pennington, cuts him loose, Staffe becomes the hunted instead of the hunter, with grave 
consequences for the women who are close to him. 

Adam Creed is in his forties. He now runs the Creative Writing MA at Liverpool John Moores University. THE 
WILLING FLESH will be followed by a third, as-yet-unnamed title. 

 

 

UK Publisher Faber 

UK Publication May 2010 

Status Finished copies 

Length 281 pages 

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, Germany (Scherz), Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), Netherlands (Sitjthoff) 
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Fiction 

 

THE GOOD BRIDE GUIDE 
 

Matt Dunn 
 
 
Praise for THE EX-BOYFRIEND‘S HANDBOOK, shortlisted for the Romantic Novel of the Year Award and the 
Melissa Nathan award: 

Funny and witty, this is a great read that gives us a look into the workings of the male mind 
– Sun 

Fresh and funny, this is a must-read for anyone who wonders what really goes on inside a man‘s head 
ð Heat  

Funny, moving and a guaranteed page-turner. Brilliant! 
– Mike Gayle 

A wickedly funny novel about love and loss (and man makeovers). Your best friend will thank you for it – and she‘ll 
laugh til she cries! 
– Company 

Ben Grant is fed up with meeting the wrong girl. Having just been dumped by his twenty-ninth girlfriend on his 
twenty-ninth birthday, he knows he can‘t go on like this. Why can‘t he be as blissfully happy as his best friend Ash, 
about to marry the beautiful Priti, a bride chosen for him by his parents? 

When Ben‘s mum and dad offer to do the same thing for him, he decides he‘s got nothing to lose... But it soon 
becomes clear that Ben‘s idea of the woman he wants to settle down with is quite different from that of his more 
traditional mum and dad. After a series of embarrassing encounters, Ben starts to realise why he wouldn‘t let his 
parents pick him out a shirt to wear, let alone a woman to marry. 

But, when Ben starts to think he might already have met ‗The One‘, he discovers that his mum and dad might have 
something to teach him after all. Can he learn the art of romance and win over the girl of his dreams? 

Matt Dunn is the author of four highly successful novels with Simon & Schuster: BEST MAN, THE EX-
BOYFRIEND‘S HANDBOOK, which sold more than 100,000 copies, FROM HERE TO PATERNITY, and most 
recently EX-GIRLFRIENDS UNITED. Before this, he owned a recruitment agency in Malaga, and wrote a weekly 
humour column for the main English-language newspaper in Spain. As a young man he was the UK National 
Lifesaving Champion and a member of the English Swimming Squad. Great fun, eloquent and good-looking, Matt 
Dunn is highly successful voice in the commercial fiction arena. 

 

 

UK Publisher Simon & Schuster 

US Publisher Sourcebooks 

UK Publication 1 October 2009 

Length 384 pages 

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, US 
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Fiction 

 

HILL FARM 
 

Miranda France 
 
 
 

Set in 1970‘s rural England, Hill Farm is the story of Isabel Hayes, a farmer‘s wife who is struggling to cope with a 
life in which ruining dinner is considered a highlight. Her marriage is stale and devoid of any affection, and her 
husband is preoccupied with brooding over the ‗townies‘ who interfere with his work, and know nothing about farm 
life. Gossip circulating around the village leads her to believe that other people know more about her life than she 
does, and Isabel retreats into her home under a cloud of depression and despair. 

Just as Isabel is hitting rock bottom, a new farm hand, Jack, arrives from Australia to work on the farm. Loved by 
the whole village, Jack is both handsome and kind, and a romance blossoms between him and Isabel. 

However, embarking on a passionate affair in a small, quaint village is no small task, and they are about to discover 
that not everybody is as enamoured with Jack as Isabel. Ultimately, HILL FARM reveals a dark underside to village 

life, exploring the problems of keeping anything undiscovered in a small community. 

Miranda France is a linguist who worked with street children in Brazil after university, thereafter moving to Buenos 
Aires where she freelanced for newspapers across a spectrum from the Daily Telegraph to the Guardian. Upon 
returning to London in 1996, she won the Spectator‘s Shiva Naipaul Memorial Prize with an essay that formed the 
heart of her first book: BAD TIMES IN BUENOS AIRES published by Weidenfeld, which the New York Times 
described as ôa remarkable achievementõ whilst The Times noted her ô Chekhovian ability to make you laugh at tragic storiesõ. 
That was followed two years later by Miranda‘s DON QUIXOTE‘S DELUSIONS, a wonderful book about 
Castilian Spain which the Sunday Times described òas stimulating to the point of intoxicationó. Since when Miranda has 
been translating for Alma and Bitter Lemon Press and helping Carl Honoré, her husband, bring up their two young 
children. 

 

 

UK Publisher Chatto & Windus 

UK Publication May 2011 

Status Unedited Manuscript 

Length 76,800 words 

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth 
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Fiction 

 

THE WIND ROSE 
 

Sarah Hall 
 
 

Praise for Sarah Hall: 

HOW TO PAINT A DEAD MAN: Longlisted for the 2009 Man Booker Prize 

HAWESWATER: Winner of the Commonwealth Writers‘ Best First Novel Award 

THE ELECTRIC MICHELANGELO: Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2004; Longlisted for the Orange Prize for 
Fiction 2004; Shortlisted for the Prix Femina 2004 

THE CARHULLAN ARMY: Winner of the John Llewellyn Rhys Memorial Prize 2008; Shortlisted for the Arthur C 
Clarke Award 2008 

Invigorating... This deeply sensual novel is what you rarely find – an intelligent page-turner which, perversely, you also 
want to read slowly to savour Hall‘s luscious way of looking at the world 
ð Sunday Telegraph 

A fiction preoccupied both with the act of looking and with the way that perception creates, as well as records, reality... 
Sarah Hall writes a fine, vivid prose of exceptional poetic intensity and... luminous beauty 
ð Daily Telegraph 

Hall‘s writing manages to combine acute sensitivity and daring... Visceral and engaging... the emotional lives of her 
characters are skilfully realised in this bright weave of disparate voices – for whom art is at once a way of seeing and a 
way of life 
ð The Times  

Sarah Hall appears to be practicing a kind of literary verdaccio; going beneath the skin, delicately exploring the more 
sable recesses of her characters‘ minds... One is left with the impression of having studied an image, brimful with 
radiant objects 
– Tom Bailey, TLS 

A series of semi-abstract portraits hints at the possibility that one might, at the last, step back from the particular, 
whereupon a great narrative of life, death and art will reveal itself 
ð Financial Times  

[Hall‘s] latest novel, even more than ever, reads as though it was an absolute thrill to write... A maddeningly enticing 
read... An amazing feat of literary engineering 
ð Independent on Sunday  

In the mid Nineteenth Century a man from the newly formed Royal Meteorological Society is researching the source 
of a curious atmospheric phenomenon – The Helm Wind. For centuries this unpredictable fury has blown down the 
western slopes of the mountains, devastating the Eden valley below, terrifying locals into believing there are aerial 
demons on the mountain, and confounding scientists. Determined to understand its vectors and why the equinoxes 
are said to herald it, John Oliver arrives in the North Country, but the wind, ever unpredictable, does not come. With 
time on his hands, and a desire to avoid the uncivilized customs of the valley, John Oliver begins to socialise with 
Colonel Lacey and his mercurial wife, Elizabeth, at Salkeld Hall. He discovers that the belief in supernatural deities 
extends beyond the peasant folk of the valley, for Elizabeth is obsessed with a Neolithic stone circle in the grounds 
of Salkeld Hall, known as Long Meg and her Daughters. As their mutual obsession with ‗forces‘ brings John Oliver 
and Elizabeth Lacey closer, the colonel plans the destruction of Long Meg... 

Based on historical events and mythology, and set against the beautiful austerity of the Pennine mountains, THE 
WIND ROSE is the story of Nature‘s colossal power, in the environment, and within the human landscape. 

Sarah Hall, born in Cumbria in 1974, studied English and art history at Aberystwyth University. She then took a 
master‘s degree in creative writing at St Andrews University and stayed on to teach in the University‘s undergraduate 
creative-writing programme. Her first novel, HAWESWATER, was published by Faber in 2002 and won the 
Commonwealth Writers‘ Prize for best first novel. Her second novel, THE ELECTRIC MICHELANGELO, also 
published by Faber, was shortlisted for the 2004 Man Booker Prize. Her last two novels, THE CARHULLAN 
ARMY, and HOW TO PAINT A DEAD MAN were both published to critical acclaim; the latter being longlisted 
for the 2009 Man Booker Prize. 
 

 

UK Publisher Faber & Faber 

UK Publication October 2011 

Status Partial manuscript 

Length 90,000 words approximately 

Agent CBC 
 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth 
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Fiction 

 

LONG TIME, NO SEE 
 

Dermot Healy 
 
 
Praise for Dermot Healy: 

Winner of the American Ireland Fund Literary Award, 2002 

A GOAT‘S SONG: Winner of The Encore Award, 1995 

THE TENANT: Winner of the Tom-Gallon Trust Award (Society of Authors), 1982 

It is in its scope that A Goat's Song is most impressive. Healy interweaves a not quite documentary verisimilitude of 
landscape with the taut strands of the novel's strident, yet cloistered, romance… it encourages readerly gluttony. For 
this wonderful celebration and lament creates its own hunger, its own momentum 
– Independent  

Healy's prose has ripping dialogue, an amiable grace and moments of great, uncomplicated tenderness… Healy excels 
at a compassionate portrait of the loss of self, with a fierce, resilient humour and a touching, vulnerable love for his 
characters. He works the paradoxes of pathos and tenacity beautifully 
 – Cherry Smyth, author of One Wanted Thing and The Future of Something Delicate 

Ireland‘s finest living novelist 
– Roddy Doyle 

Set in contemporary Ireland, LONG TIME, NO SEE accurately portrays a world with an unchanging landscape and 
timeless values but which finds itself beset by twenty-first century realities (whether it‘s SKY TV, financial crisis or 
an influx of charming Poles and Lithuanians).  

The novel unfolds through the eyes of ‗Mister Pysche‘, a young man born in thrall to the responsibilities of the past, 
but alive to the magical choices of the present. Not unlike his forbear in PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A 
YOUNG MAN, Mister Psyche sets about his daily life with innocence and the kind of innate, passionate conviction 
that life will be okay, with which only the truly young are blessed. However, he finds himself constantly confronted 
by the long shadows of the past: Ireland‘s divisive politics, a failed love affair and the immediate and pressing 
responsibilities of looking after a dying man, Uncle Joejoe, who is determined to set the record straight before he 
goes.  

With the building of the wall, the complex devices and desires of those he holds most dear come to the surface – 
devices and desires that he can intuit but not fully comprehend – and Mister Pysche has to discover whether he can 
truly come of age or not. 

In the words of Lee Brackstone, Dermot Healy‘s publisher at Faber, LONG TIME, NO SEE ôis a great, great 
contemporary novel, which sings the majesty of the language, the country, its family and its traditions. It is storytelling genius.õ 

Dermot Healy is a writer, dramatist, poet and actor. He is the author of BANISHED MISFORTUNE, A GOAT‘S 
SONG, FIGHTING WITH SHADOWS, THE BEND FOR HOME (a memoir) and most recently SUDDEN 
TIMES. He lives on the West Coast of Sligo, Ireland. He has also won the Henessey Literary Award, the All Ireland 
Athlone Award, and he was the winner of the 2002 American Ireland Fund Literary Award, which was given in 
recognition of his contribution to Irish letters. 

 

 

UK Publisher Faber & Faber 

Canadian Publisher McArthur 

UK Publication January 2011 

Status Edited manuscript 

Length 107,000 words 

Agent CBC 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, Canada  
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Fiction 

 

DARKEST HOUR 
 

James Holland 
 
 
Praise for James Holland: 

Sharpe for the Blitz years... A meaty, all-action yarn 
– Roger Perkins, Sunday Telegraph, on THE ODIN MISSION (Book I of the Jack Tanner series) 

Old fashioned, testosterone-fuelled escapism and Tanner is a chiselled protagonist straight out of the pages of the old 
Commando comics... Destined to be a series that will run and run 
ð Mail on Sunday on THE ODIN MISSION 

It is hard to believe that this will not be the definitive account of the battle for Italy 
– Dominic Sandbrook, Telegraph, on ITALY‘S SORROW 

James Holland has written his best book yet, a gripping, yet compassionate account of the terrible war in Italy 
– Antony Beevor on ITALY‘S SORROW 

The Italian version of Armageddon, Max Hastings‘s history of France and Germany during D-Day and VE-Day... 
profoundly decent and occasionally moving... portrayed with a remarkably engaging touch 
– Andrew Roberts, Sunday Telegraph on ITALY‘S SORROW 

May 1940. Sergeant Jack Tanner has been posted to a Training Company at Manston Airfield on the south-east coast 
of England, where his experience is needed before the men are sent to France to join the rest of the 1st Battalion 
King‘s Own Yorkshire Rangers. But all is not well at Manston. Exposure of a fuel racket leads to the death of two 
Polish refugees and Tanner is certain there has been foul play. When he and Corporal Sykes are nearly killed 
themselves, Tanner finds his suspicions directed at an old enemy from his pre-war days in India, the Company 
Sergeant Major, Will Blackstone. 

As the Germans launch their blitzkrieg in the west, training is cut short and the entire company are sent to join the 
rest of the 1st Battalion as they try to stop Hitler‘s drive to through the Low Countries. Almost immediately, they are 
thrust into the thick of the action and cut off from the rest of the Battalion. Soon trapped behind enemy lines, it is 
largely left to the ingenuity of Tanner to get the Company back to the Allies. 

Subsequently caught up in the Battle for Arras and the long withdrawal to Dunkirk, Tanner, Sykes and his new 
Platoon Commander, Lieutenant John Peploe, find themselves pitted against not only the die-hard Nazis of the SS 
Totenkopf (‗Death‘s Head‘) Division, but also the great panzer commander himself, General Rommel. Yet, while 
caught up in the British Expeditionary Force‘s desperate struggle for survival amidst the mayhem and chaos of 
retreat, Tanner must first deal with the corrosive treachery bubbling within the Company‘s ranks – and an enemy 
more deadly than the Germans – before he and his men have any hope of escaping from Dunkirk... 

James Holland is the author of three works of history, FORTRESS MALTA (2003, a Sunday Times top 10 
bestseller), TOGETHER WE STAND: North Africa 1942–1943 (2006) and ITALY‘S SORROW: A Year of War 
1944-45, which HarperCollins have published in 2008 to critical acclaim. The first novel in the Jack Tanner series 
THE ODIN MISSION was published by Bantam in 2008. 

 

 

UK Publisher Bantam 

UK Publication June 2009 

Length 352 pages 

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, Spain (Militaria/Planeta), Sweden (Historiska Media) 

 

Options: Denmark (Schønbergs Forlag), Norway (Pantagruel) 
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Fiction 

 

BEAUTIFUL MALICE 
 

Rebecca James 
 
 
The international publishing sensation 

And suddenly itõs as if the world is coming to me in slow motion, through some kind of haze or fog. I 
canõt stop looking at Alice. Her eyes are cold, appraising, and the pupils so large that all I can see is 
black. Cold, impenetrable, black. 

Following the brutal murder of her talented little sister, Katherine Patterson‘s once perfect family is left shattered. In 
order to escape the attention of a cruel and relentless media, Katherine moves to a new city, starts at a new school, 
and looks forward to a new life of quiet anonymity. 

But when Katherine meets the gregarious and beautiful Alice Parrie, her resolution to live a solitary life becomes 
difficult. Katherine is unable resist the flattering attention that Alice pays her and is so charmed by Alice‘s contagious 
enthusiasm that the two girls soon become firm friends. Alice‘s joie de vivre is transformative; it helps Katherine forget 
her painful past and slowly, tentatively, she allows herself to start enjoying life again.  

But being friends with Alice is complicated – and as Katherine gets to know her better she discovers that although 
Alice can be charming and generous she can also be selfish and egocentric. Sometimes, even, Alice is cruel. And 
when Katherine starts to wonder if Alice is really the kind of person she wants as a friend, she discovers something 
else about Alice… she doesnõt like being cast off. 

Rebecca James was born in Sydney, Australia, in 1970. Amongst other things, she has worked variously as a 
waitress, an ESL teacher and a kitchen designer. She spent much of her twenties teaching English in Indonesia and 
Japan, and now lives in Armidale, Australia, with her partner and their four sons.  

 

 

UK Publisher Faber & Faber 

US Publisher Bantam Dell/Random House 

Australian Publisher Allen & Unwin 

UK Publication July 2010 

Status Finished copies 

Length 353 pages 

Agent JU 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, US, Australia, Bosnia (VBZ), Brazil (Intrinseca), China (Shanghai 

Translation Publishing), Croatia (VBZ), Czech Republic (Euromedia), Denmark (Gyldendal), Estonia (Eesti), Finland (Otava), 

France (OH! Editions), Germany (Rowohlt), Greece (Psichiogos), Iceland (Bjartur), Indonesia (Mahda Books), Israel (Modan), 

Italy (Einaudi), Japan (Hayakawa), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Macedonia (VBZ), Netherlands (Mouria), Norway (Gyldendal), 

Poland (Amber), Portugal (Objectiva), Romania (Trei), Russia (AST), Serbia (VBZ), Slovakia (Ikar), Slovenia (VBZ), Spain (Grup 

62), Spain/Catalan (Columna/62), Sweden (Alfabeta), Taiwan (Sun Colour), Turkey (Artemis), Vietnam (Tre) 
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Fiction 

 

COOPER BARTHOLEMEW IS DEAD 
 

Rebecca James 
 
 
 

Cooper Bartholemew is dead.  

Suicide. That‘s the official verdict, that‘s what almost everyone believes. And it makes sense too. Cooper has been 
strange and withdrawn for months and, with that last apologetic email to his girlfriend Libby, there‘s hardly any 
room for doubt.  

Libby isn‘t convinced. Cooper might have had some minor problems but they‘d been happy together. They‘d made 
plans, after all, they‘d both been looking forward to the future. Why would he kill himself? 

Cooper may be dead. But he‘s still around, somehow, in some form. There‘s something he‘s got to put right, 
something he‘s got to fix. And then there‘s Libby. He‘s got to let her know the truth, protect her from all his stupid 
mistakes. 

Libby has also been having very strange dreams, dreams about Cooper – and in her dreams Cooper is crazy with 
rage, incoherent with grief. In her dreams Cooper tells her that he didn‘t kill himself. In her dreams he screams of 
things that terrify her – of drugs, blackmail, murder… 

Rebecca James was born in Sydney, Australia, in 1970. Amongst other things, she has worked variously as a 
waitress, an ESL teacher and a kitchen designer. She spent much of her twenties teaching English in Indonesia and 
Japan, and now lives in Armidale, Australia, with her partner and their four sons.  

 

 

UK Publisher Faber & Faber 

US Publisher Bantam Dell/Random House 

Australian Publisher Allen & Unwin 

UK Publication November 2011 

Status Unedited manuscript 

Length 80,000 words approximately 

Agent JU 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, US, Australia, Brazil (Intrinseca), China (Shanghai Translation Publishing), 
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THE HIDDEN HEART OF EMILY HUDSON 
 

 

Melissa Jones 
 
 
The psychological tension subtly takes hold of the reader and does not let go. This is a wonderful book and it will not 
disappoint 
– Independent  

Historical pleasure... A rich romantic novel spanning 19th-century Boston, London and Rome 
– Woman & Home  

A beguilingly erotic read... it follows the brief but bright life of orphan Emily Hudson, whose unconventional, 
independent spirit sits uneasily with society 
– Glamour Magazine 

[An] absorbing, thoughtful, romantic tale 
– Daily Mail  

Dear Mr Cornford, It is with regret that I begin the task of writing to you about your niece, Emily. Her recent behaviour, which I have 
outlined to you in previous letters, compels me to request that she be formally removed from the school and returned to your care with 

immediate effect. 

And so Emily Hudson, niece and ward, is dispatched into the care of her distant and cold uncle, to take residence at 
the family‘s Newport beach house at the outbreak of the Civil War. She is an orphan, the sole member of her family 
not claimed by consumption. 

In that first lonely summer, it is Emily‘s cousin William – himself an outsider – who is her saviour. Her spirit and 
vibrancy are at odds with the stilted climate of American society: a woman should be a paragon of virtue, definitely 
not an aspiring painter with no fortune to speak of. William‘s friendship offers Emily the chance to escape to 
London to pursue her dreams, but his patronage soon turns darker and more controlling. And as Emily‘s health 
falters, she turns to some rather unsuitable means to find the release she craves… 

Melissa Jones‘ previous two novels, psychological thrillers, COLD IN EARTH and SICK AT HEART, were 
published at the end of the 1990s but THE HIDDEN HEART OF EMILY HUDSON marks a change in tempo 
and sensibility and recalls most notably the works of Edith Wharton. Melissa is the daughter of Evan Jones, the well-
known Jamaican screenplay writer; her sister is Sadie Jones, author of THE OUTCAST.  
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PIGEON ENGLISH 
 

Stephen Kelman 
 
 
Featured on BBC News at Ten, BBC Radio 4's Today programme and on the BBC Gomp/Arts Blog 

PIGEON ENGLISH is the story of five months in the life of Harrison Opoku. Newly arrived from Ghana, he lives 
on an estate in London, where he skips through his new life, blissfully unaware of the very real threat all around him. 
With equal fascination for the local gang, the Dell Farm Crew, and for the different shapes of Haribo, Harrison tries 
to get used to England; watching, listening, and merrily attempting to learn the tricks of inner-city survival. But when 
he and his friend, Dean Griffin, see the police tape around a dead boy, they start a murder investigation of their own, 
and the Dell Farm Crew are not amused... 

Harrison is an EveryBoy for the 21st century and his journey is funny, heartbreaking and gloriously in tune with 
these discordant times.  

Stephen Kelman was born in Luton in 1976. He first showed an aptitude for English at the age of six, when he 
began reading books on the GCSE curriculum. Stephen had his first short story published in an adult anthology at 
the age of 16, and after finishing his degree he worked variously as a cleaner, a warehouse operative, in marketing 
and in local government administration. He decided to pursue his writing seriously in 2005, and is currently working 
on book two. 
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Fiction 

 

ADVICE FOR STRAYS 
 

Justine Kilkerr 
 
 
 

Lost cat: SANDMAN (SANDY for short) ð missing from Lloyd Park area since March but still 
holding out loads of hope. Ginger 7-year-old tom, long haired, white back socks, yellow eyes. Very 
vocal. REWARD. Call me on... 

Marnie‘s schizophrenic father has gone missing, again. But this is the longest he‘s ever been gone and the pressure of 
the unknown weighs heavily upon Marnie‘s mind. Her younger sister Jess‘s response is to spend her days sitting on 
the sofa obsessively plucking out her eyelashes one by one, and on top of that something ominous appears to have 
scared away all the neighbourhood cats, including Marnie‘s loyal tom, Mr Knuckles. As for Marnie, a copywriter, she 
is plagued by insomnia and literally at a loss for words.  

In the midst of the disorder, and of all the aid that could arrive, it is Jericho who returns to Marnie‘s doorstep. Is he 
the playful imaginary companion of her childhood or the misanthropic, possibly homicidal, but undeniably real 
manifestation of her despair? Whatever he is, Jericho is angry. He doesn‘t want to be here but in order to be free of 
the ties that bind him to Marnie, he has to find out what is wrong with her and fix it before irreparable damage is 
done.  

An utterly original and hugely imaginative debut, ADVICE FOR STRAYS is a novel about love, loss and a very 
unusual friendship. 

Justine Kilkerr was brought up in South London. She studied English Literature with African and Asian Studies at 
the University of Sussex and then took the two-year Certificate in Creative Writing at the University of Sussex. She 
has lived in Brighton ever since and is currently working on her second novel. 
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SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL 
 

Howard Marks 
 
 
Praise for MR NICE: 

A maverick phenomenon 
– The Sunday Times 

Marks weaves a fascinating story spiced with brilliant detail, far stronger than fiction 
– FHM Magazine 

A folk legend... Howard Marks has huge charisma. He sounds like Richard Burton and looks like a Rolling Stone 
 ð Daily Mail  

A man who makes Peter Pan look like a geriatric with sleeping sickness 
ð Loaded  

Frequently hilarious, occasionally sad, and often surreal 
– GQ Magazine 

What happens when the hero who once saved your life also turns out to be a criminal and a murderer? This is the 
dilemma DS Catrin Thomas faces when the body of her ex-lover is found dead in the dark waters of Cardiff Bay. 

It appears that he died after brutally attacking a woman, then killing another man while high on drugs. This is the 
official police version. But despite the overwhelming evidence, Catrin feels she has a moral obligation to investigate 
further. 

The same night, Catrin is contacted by her former rival, the glamorous Delyth Davies. Catrin is told that her ex was 
in possession of certain unusual photographs the night that he died... Fifteen years have passed since the supposed 
suicide of Britain‘s most famous Indie rock star, and his body has never been discovered. But these photographs 
appear to show he could still be alive. Is this just a hoax, or something more sinister? 

Catrin now has no choice but to co-operate with the woman she dislikes in order solve the riddle. As she 
investigates, Catrin finds herself drawn into an underground world of obsessive fans, fringe psychics and secretive 
cults. She must now confront her own dark past and the destructive relationships she‘d thought she‘d left behind 
forever. To discover the truth she must travel to a remote island; the former site of a series of paranormal 
experiments from the 1970s.  

This is that rarest of things, crime fiction written by a genuine criminal mastermind. 

Howard Marks was born in 1945 in a small Welsh coal-mining village. He rose through Oxford University and the 

British Secret Service to become ‗the most sophisticated drugs baron of all time‘ (Daily Mirror). In 1996, Howard 

wrote his autobiography, MR NICE, which remains an international bestseller in several languages, and in 2001 

compiled THE HOWARD MARKS BOOK OF DOPE STORIES. In 1997, Howard performed his first live-shows 

which continue to sell-out at venues throughout Britain. He has his own hugely popular website (www.mrnice.net), 

record label (Bothered), and cannabis seed company (Mr Nice Seed bank). He writes a monthly column for Loaded 

and has written features for The Observer, Evening Standard, Time Out, GQ and The Guardian campaigning vigorously for 

the legislation of recreational drugs. 
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Fiction 

 

BLACK MAMBA BOY 
 

Nadifa Mohamed 
 
 
BLACK MAMBA BOY: Now longlisted for the 2010 Orange Prize for Fiction 

Featured on BBC Radio 4‘s Woman‘s Hour programme 

Mixing startling lyricism and sheer brutality, she plunges into the chattering, viscous heat and "hyena darkness" of 
Aden, 1935, in her portrayal of Jama, a young street boy… this is a significant, affecting book of the dispossessed 
 – Guardian 

A first novel of assured elegance and beauty…Watch out for this one in the prize season; it‘s a stunning debut 
 – Kate Saunders, The Times 

Just as Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Half of a Yellow Sun drew out the little documented dramas of the Biafran war, 
Mohamed describes an East Africa under Mussolini's rule… an accomplished first novel. In its best, most moving 
moments, Mohamed portrays, from a child's eye view, both the loneliness and camaraderie of street children like Jama, 
whose friendships become almost as sustaining as food and water in this scorched and famished land 
 ð Independent 

[A] fascinating read and a vividly imagined account of survival at all costs 
 ð Metro 

A harrowing and ecstatic debut novel about a Somali boy's thousand-mile trek through Africa in search of his father. 

 East Africa, 1935. Jama is a ―market boy,‖ a half-feral child scavenging with his friends in the dusty streets of a great 
seaport. For Jama, life is a thrilling carnival, at least when he can fill his belly. When his mother—alternately raging 
and loving—dies young, she leaves him only an amulet stuffed with one hundred rupees. Jama decides to spend her 
life‘s meagre savings to search for his never-seen father; the rumours that travel along clan lines report that he is a 
driver for the British somewhere in the north. So begins his extraordinary journey of more than a thousand miles up 
the eastern coast all the way to Egypt, by camel, by truck, by train, but mostly on foot. Jama slings himself from one 
perilous city to another, fiercely enjoying life on the road and relying on his vast clan network to shelter him and 
point the way to his father, who always seems just a day or two out of reach. 

In his travels, he will witness scenes of great humanity and brutality; he will be caught up in the indifferent, grinding 
machine of war; he will cross the Red Sea and back in search of working papers and a ship. Bursting with life and a 
rough joyfulness, BLACK MAMBA BOY is debut novelist Nadifa Mohamed‘s vibrant, moving celebration of her 
family‘s own history. 

Nadifa Mohamed was born in Hargeisa, Somalia in 1981. Somalia was enduring a dictatorship that was particularly 
repressive in the area – family members were jailed and electricity, water and medical supplies were regularly cut off. 
Their temporary visit to London became permanent when civil war erupted in Somalia, and Nadifa grew up in a 
southwest London council estate. She went on to study history and politics at St. Hilda‘s College, Oxford. Since then 
she has worked as a film researcher and has co-written a script on British born Islamic extremists with BAFTA 
nominated film director Yousaf Ali Khan. Beginning this novel, Nadifa was awarded two arts council grants and 
returned home to visit and undertake research in Eritrea, Somalia and Djibouti. 
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Fiction 

 

BLACKBRICK 
 

Sarah Moore-Fitzgerald 
 
 
 

Charlie lives with his grandfather and he doesn‘t want to admit it – but his grandad‘s losing his mind. And when the 
smiling social workers start to interfere, Charlie has nowhere to turn. He has to do what his grandfather, in a rare 
moment of lucidity, suggests, and go to be cared for at Blackbrick Abbey. He arrives there, lonely and scared, and is 
dropped off at the gleaming gates of a huge house. But, as he goes in, the gates slam shut behind him. And when he 
turns to look, they‘re rusty and padlocked and haven‘t been opened in a hundred years. Charlie finds himself 
effectively trapped in his grandfather‘s childhood. Only by understanding his past can he make sense of his present. 

BLACKBRICK is a striking debut; entertaining, surprising and at times heart-rending; this is a novel that beautifully 
balances humour and warmth. It has all the makings of a modern classic. 

Sarah Moore-Fitzgerald was born in New York in 1965 but grew up in co. Dublin. She‘s a professor and Associate Vice 
President at the University of Limerick in Ireland, specializing in psychology and effective pedagogy in higher education, 
and has published several non-fiction books on teaching, learning and academic writing. She also runs regular writers‘ 
retreats for academics and students in Ireland and internationally. 
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THE SECOND COMING 
 

John Niven 
 
 
Praise for John Niven: 

Both a touching depiction of sporting addiction and a screamingly funny tale, of golfers and gangsters in the west of 
Scotland. Unlike the amateurs in his plot, Niven's prose is executed with the comic timing of a pro... He gets the golf 
right, and just about everything else too 
ð Scotsman on THE AMATEURS 

John Niven's produced a novel about golf that is not only hilarious, but gripping, sexy, violent and outrageous. Niven 
combines his increasingly bizarre plots, and some shocking behaviour, with considerable skill and, of course, large 
helpings of humour 
ð Mirror on THE AMATEURS 

The Amateurs is equal parts sentimental, violent (there are gangster executions) and hilarious 
ð Scotland on Sunday on THE AMATEURS 

KILL YOUR FRIENDS: longlisted for the Desmond Elliot Award 2008: 

To call Kill Your Friends a satire on the music industry is a wicked understatement. It is an all-out assault, a withering, 
scabrous and often repulsive attack on every part of the filthy machine... Stelfox is a creation of unparalleled awfulness 
– Jonathan Gibbs, Independent on KILL YOUR FRIENDS 

This book is fantastically funny. The humour isn‘t so much dark as dismally black 
– Michael Hodges, Time Out on KILL YOUR FRIENDS 

Brilliant. It made me ill with laughter. The filthiest, blackest, most shocking, most hilarious debut novel I‘ve read in 
years 
– India Knight on KILL YOUR FRIENDS 

‗GOD‘S COMING – LOOK BUSY!‘ But this time God really is coming, and everyone is trying to look busy. 
Because God is going to be pissed... 

Having left his son in charge God treats himself to a week off around the beginning of the 17th century. He returns 
to the office to find out that things on earth haven‘t gone quite to plan... A word here about celestial time. Eternity 
isn‘t totally eternal. It‘s just very, very slow. A day in Heaven passes by at about the same rate as approximately 57 
earth years. When He took His week off it was the year 1609 on earth, the height of the Renaissance, which God had 
been enjoying enormously. When God left, his tackle box under his arm, his fishing-hat perched at a rakish angle, 
King Lear was being performed for the first time, El Greco was painting The Opening of the Fifth Seal and Galileo was 
squinting through his prototype telescope, his eyes alighting for the first time on Jupiter‘s four satellite moons.  

When He returns from the far-flung countryside of Heaven, it is 2009. As we all know, it has not been an uneventful 
400 years... God marches into his secretary‘s office and asks ‗Where is the little bastard?‘ The ‗little bastard‘ is 
reclining on a beanbag with a white Fender Stratocaster, drinking, catching some rays and trading guitar riffs with his 
new best friend Jimi. Truth be told JC has been goofing off. Well, he‘d had a pretty rough ride down here.  

God calls a meeting of the Saints to assess the situation: the earth has become a human toilet. Genocide. Millions 
starving. People are obsessed with vacuous celebrity culture ‗and,‘ God points out, ‗there are fucking Christians 
everywhere.‘ In the end there is only one solution. They‘re sending the kid back... 

THE SECOND COMING is an outrageous, irreverent look at faith, religion, modern culture and what might 
happen to the Son of God if he ever chose to pay Earth another visit...  

John Niven spent a number of years working as an A&R manager. His first book, MUSIC FROM BIG PINK, a 
factional novella set in the world around Bob Dylan and the Band in Woodstock in the 1960s, was critically 
acclaimed on publication in 2007. Film rights to the book were acquired by Stephen Butterworth. John is also the 
author of KILL YOUR FRIENDS, and THE AMATEURS, both of which were published by Heinemann to critical 
acclaim and universal press coverage. 
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THE DESERTER 
Book II of the Bone World Trilogy 
 

Peadar O‘Guilin 
 
 
Praise for THE INFERIOR, Book I of the Bone World Trilogy: 

Read this, and remember why science fiction lit your fire in the first place 
– Deathray 

This is a stark, dark tale, written with great energy and confidence 
– TES 

Alien races are hunting mankind to extinction through the ruins of a vast city. Poisons are everywhere, but a simple 
rule keeps the survivors going: if it‘s intelligent, it‘s food – the same species that savour human flesh make good 
eating themselves... 

Stopmouth and his gang are back in THE DESERTER, book two of the brilliantly original Bone World Trilogy, 
which opens as the ferocious Diggers are closing in on a small tribe of humans. The only woman who can save them 
has been missing for half a year. The young hero, Stopmouth, follows her trail all the way to the great civilisation of 
The Roof. Little does he realise that the horrors awaiting him there dwarf anything he has ever seen before. 

Meanwhile, the Roof‘s food is running out. The air is going bad and Earth hasn‘t made contact in a generation. Little 
time remains before a hundred billion people die. 

Stopmouth‘s quest will bring him face-to-face with supersoldiers, aliens and many other bizarre and terrifying 
circumstances as an entire civilisation crumbles around him. 

Peadar O‘Guilin grew up in Donegal on the beautiful west coast of Ireland. His strange short stories have been 
appearing for years in speculative fiction magazines and anthologies around the world. His first novel, THE 
INFERIOR was published by David Fickling in 2007. 

 

 

UK Publisher David Fickling/Random House 

UK Publication April 2011 

Status Edited manuscript 

Length 90,000 words 

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, Bulgaria (Delacort), Denmark (Sesam/Aschehoug), Germany (Bertlesmann), 

Italy (RCS), Japan (Asunaro), Korea (BIR), Russia (Tarna) 

 



 

 22 

Conville & Walsh Ltd 
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WHERE THE SERPENT LIVES 
 

Ruth Padel 
 
 
The true power and delicacy of Eros in the novel are displaced into the empathic gaze of the narrator towards the 
creaturely world… Where the Serpent Lives is a novel you will not lightly forget 
 ð Guardian 

Evocative depictions of life in the fast-degrading forests of India. Padel has a real feel for nature… 
 ð Independent 

It is Padel's poet's eye that alights on the way a fox's coat 'shines like conkers, fresh-split,' but it's her sense of rhythm 
that has her switching so effortlessly between locations and viewpoints… an intensely readable parable of love and fear 
ð Daily Mail 

Writing about nature, she brings a poet‘s intensity to her prose: objects, plants, and the wildlife that stalk her pages, are 
all fiercely observed. Her narrative spirals like a tropical plant, luxuriant with metaphor and imagery… Nature is her 
forte and in the wild she sings her best song 
 ð Spectator 

An experiential novel, an evocative, lushly realised journey from urban paralysis to the freedom of Rosamund‘s near-
mythical Bengal 
 ð Sunday Business Post Ireland 

Set in the jungles of India and the bustle of London, WHERE THE SERPENT LIVES tells the story of two 
families whose shared histories are all that is holding them together. But when terrorists try to bomb London, they 
are forced to look at each other, and themselves, as they really are. 

Rosamund is not the woman she once was. With an errant husband and a difficult teenage son, she finds herself 
unhappy with her lot.  But despite the urgings of her friends and her own increasing anxiety, she stands by husband 
Tyler‘s side, convinced that despite his shortcomings he is emotionally dependent on her. Furthermore, their son 
Russel has turned to drugs and is bent on a path of self-destruction. Beaten up by his gang and alienated by his 

parents, he turns to his only companion, his imaginary snake. 

Meanwhile, deep in the heart of India, herpetologist Richard is haunted by fantasies of Rosamund who he has loved 
since their university days together. But it is his wife, Irena, Rosamund‘s closest friend, who suggests that Rosamund 
come to India to escape the concerns of family life in London, and rediscover her independence. 

Her visit is ruptured, however, by news of the terrorist bombings in London, and Rosamund must return to England 
and a life more changed than she could have imagined… 

In the jungle, danger is always hidden. You might not see a tiger through the trees, or a cobra in the undergrowth. 
But even in the safety of London, things are not always as they seem, and danger can lurk in the most unexpected 
places. 

Ruth Padel is one of Britain‘s leading poets. She has won the UK National Poetry Competition and published five 
poetry collections; three have been a Poetry Book Society Choice or Recommendation. VOODOO SHOP was 
published by Chatto & Windus and shortlisted for two of the UK‘s three major poetry prizes: the Whitbread and the 
T. S. Eliot Prize. Her sixth collection, THE SOHO LEOPARD, appeared in spring 2004. Also a well-known critic 
and journalist, Ruth writes arts and wildlife features as well as book reviews for The Times, Daily Telegraph, Financial 
Times, Sunday Times, New York Times, Independent on Sunday, Independent, Literary Review and Prospect. For three years she 
wrote a weekly poetry discussion column in the Independent on Sunday, which was collected in the book 52 WAYS OF 
LOOKING AT A POEM. She now writes a monthly wildlife column, ‗Wild Thing‘, in the Saturday Times. Her first 
work of narrative non-fiction, TIGERS IN RED WEATHER, was published by Little, Brown in June 2005. 

 

 

UK Publisher Little, Brown 

UK Publication 4 February 2010 

Length 320 pages 

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth 

 
  



 

 23 

Conville & Walsh Ltd 
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THE ROYAL PHARTAMONIC ORCHESTRA 
 

Megan Peel 
 
 
 

Bruno has a prodigious talent, but it‘s not one he‘s ever considered harnessing. Not until he is sniffed out by a 
specially trained Trumpenhund, a vast dog whose job it is to find the most talented Phartlers in the world, and bring 
them to the court of the Knights Trumplar in the Duchy of Phartesia, there to be trained in the finer aspects of the 
Phartlehorn. The Duke is grand – so grand that he has a knight on either side of him to hold his moustache up – but 
is he also good? Or is there a possibility that he is going to use these windy children for a much more sinister 
purpose altogether? 

THE ROYAL PHARTAMONIC ORCHESTRA is a delightfully cheeky, anarchic and hugely entertaining adventure 
for 7 to 11 year olds. 

Megan Peel grew up in Essex in a house full of rabbits on the edge of Epping Forest and has wanted to be a writer 
ever since she read Roald Dahl‘s Revolting Rhymes. She graduated from Oxford with a first class degree in English 
literature, and then worked in advertising for ten years. Encouraged by Carol Ann Duffy on an Arvon children‘s 
fiction course, she started getting up at 6am every morning to write before work, and signed up to the City 
University‘s weekly poetry workshops. She now writes full time and lives in Greece with her husband. 
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LIGHTS OUT IN WONDERLAND 
 

DBC Pierre 
 
 
Praise for DBC Pierre: 

VERNON GOD LITTLE: Winner of the Man Booker Prize 2003 
VERNON GOD LITTLE: Winner of the Bollinger Everyman Woodhouse Award for Comic Fiction 2003 
VERNON GOD LITTLE: Winner of the Whitbread First Novel Award 2003 

Not since reading John Kennedy O‘Toole‘s masterpiece A Confederacy of Dunces twenty years ago have I laughed so 
much or felt such sheer delight at the discovery of a wholly fresh comic voice 
– Craig Brown, Mail on Sunday on VERNON GOD LITTLE 

Assured, impassioned and chilling… a dark masterpiece 
– Sunday Telegraph on VERNON GOD LITTLE 

DBC Pierre‘s debut novel is funny and touching as it rain-checks contemporary America. Yet it‘s more than a rattle 
through popular culture... Pierre‘s language backflips off the page... not just a rebel for the Eminem generation, but a 
boy of such sweetness he makes death row a respectable address 
– Independent on VERNON GOD LITTLE 

Expect slapstick and speed, funny and obscene, and a near-gorgeous overwrite out of which come occasional moments 
of shocking loss and beauty 
 ð Ali Smith, Sunday Telegraph on LUDMILA‘S BROKEN ENGLISH 

Like it‘s Booker-winning predecessor, Ludmila‘s Broken English is a novel of voices... [Pierre‘s] prose, which is often 
brutal – and brutally comical – flames on every page. In both books his strength has lain in his ability to convincingly 
synthesise life from words 
ð John Elek, Time Out on LUDMILA‘S BROKEN ENGLISH 

Thrilling, electric, visionary... Chewy, vicious and brilliantly amusing... Ludmila stands in glorious, baroque 
celebration of it‘s author‘s own talent 
 – Tim Martin, Independent on LUDMILA‘S BROKEN ENGLISH 

Gabriel Brockwell, aesthete, poet, philosopher, disaffected twenty-something decadent, is thinking terminal. His 
philosophical enquiries, the abstractions in which he indulges, and how these relate to a life lived, all point in the 
same direction. His destination is Wonderland. The nature and style of the journey is all that's to be decided.  

Taking in London, Tokyo, Berlin and the Galapagos Islands, LIGHTS OUT IN WONDERLAND documents 
Gabriel Brockwell's remarkable global odyssey. Committed to the pursuit of pleasure and in search of the Bacchanal 
to obliterate all previous parties, Gabriel's adventure takes in a spell in rehab, a near-death experience with fugu, a 
sexual encounter with an octopus, and finally an orgiastic feast in the bowels of Berlin's majestic Tempelhof Airport. 
Along the way we see a character disintegrate and re-shape before our eyes. 

LIGHTS OUT IN WONDERLAND carries you through its many corridors of delight and horror on the back of 
Gabriel's voice, which is at once skeptical, idealistic, broken and optimistic. An allegorical banquet and a sly 
commentary on these End Times and the march towards insensate banality, DBC Pierre's third novel completes a 

loose trilogy of fictions, each of which stands alone as a joyful expression of the human spirit. 

 
DBC Pierre has worked as a designer and cartoonist, and currently lives in Ireland. His first novel, VERNON 
GOD LITTLE, won the 2003 Bollinger Everyman Woodhouse Award, the 2003 Whitbread Prize for Best First 
Novel, and the 2003 Man Booker Prize, and is sold in 43 countries.  
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MURDER AT MANSFIELD PARK 
 
Lynn Shepherd  

 
 
 

Ever wondered what it would have been like if Jane Austen had turned her hand to murder? Wonder no more.    

MURDER AT MANSFIELD PARK takes the basic mise-en-scène of Austen‘s masterpiece and turns it into a 
riveting murder story worthy of PD James or Agatha Christie. Just as in their classic mysteries, MURDER AT 
MANSFIELD PARK opens with a group of characters in an isolated setting, with passions running high, and 
simmering tensions beneath the elegant Regency surface. The arrival of the handsome and debonair Henry Crawford 
and his sister forces these tensions into the open, and sparks a chain of events that leads inexorably to violence and 
death.     

 Not only beautifully written, with an absolute faithfulness to the language and vocabulary in use at the time, the 
novel is at the same time a good old-fashioned well-plotted murder, and a sparklingly clever inversion of the original, 
which goes to the heart of many of the questions readers have asked themselves about Austen‘s text. MANSFIELD 
PARK is radically different from any other Austen work, and much of the pleasure of Lynn Shepherd‘s debut novel 
lies in the way it takes the characters, episodes, and relationships in the original, and turns them into a lighter, 
sharper, and more playful book, with a new heroine at its centre – a heroine who is far more in the mould of Emma 
or Elizabeth Bennett than the insipid Fanny Price ever was.  A novel for Austen-lovers and murder-aficionados alike, 
MURDER AT MANSFIELD PARK has something for everyone. 

Lynn Shepherd is a successful copywriter and academic. She returned to Oxford in 2003 for a DPhil, during which 
she lectured on Richardson and Fielding. Her thesis is being published by the OUP in late 2009 under the title: 
'Clarissa's Painter': Portraiture, Illustration, and Representation in the Novels of Samuel Richardson. This is her first 
novel. 
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THE DUBIOUS SALVATION OF JACK VILJEE 
 
Jacques Strauss 

 
 
 

Jack is the son to an Afrikaaner father and British mother. It's the very late 1980s and early 90s and FW de Klerk 
scraps apartheid, lifts the 10 years state of emergency and Nelson Mandela is released. Not that 11 year old Jack is 
particularly aware of any of this: politics is rarely spoken about, but nevertheless is a divisive force, dictating the 
content of school history worksheets and the subject of morning assemblies. Jack is brought up too late to truly 
understand the old ways, and lacks the maturity to see quite how the future is being forged. 

Jack is more consumed by his passion for masturbation. He's the centre of the world, wedged between a younger 
and older sister, and with two mothers – his maternal mother who's too busy to fuss with everyday care, and their 
beloved black maid, Suzie, who's there for every scrape and pratfall. It's during one particularly humiliating event for 
Jack that he unwittingly seals the fate of his dear Suzie and perhaps his very own. 

This is ostensibly the story of a boy with identity problems and a meditation of the rivalry between English and 
Afrikaans communities.  With a winning combination of fabulous, enlivened writing, wit, insight, and truth, this is a 
very human story that never once preaches or gets bogged down in the weighty issues. Jack‘s voice is completely 
original, powerful, and extraordinary and it‘s his wonderful meditations and meanderings that arrests the reader‘s 
attention. 

Jacques Strauss is a 30 year old South African. Strauss studied philosophy at university, obsessed over Derrida and 
now writes reams of corporate copy for a London firm. 
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FLICK 
 
Abigail Tartellin 

 
 
 

Flick is a brighter than average fifteen year old boy. Growing up in Marske, near Middlesborough, expectations are 
so low that he succumbs to most available temptations, in a bid to distract himself from his boredom. Drinking, 
smoking and snogging get him through the weekend. Being exactly The Right Amount of Stoned gets him through 
the long school days. 

But then a girl called Rainbow arrives in town. She's clever, she's sexy, and she won't take any shit. She challenges 
Flick at every turn. 

This stunning novel is about a demographic that's rarely written about with such insight. It's about young adults, who 
take drugs, ôdance and drink and screw, because there's nothing else to doõ. And it‘s a very romantic love story. 

Abigail Tarttelin is only twenty-two. She grew up in the North-East, and the book comes absolutely from her 
experience. With a passion for film, she dropped out of university after a term and went to Paris to study at The 
New York Film Academy. She's already an accomplished film actress (Triple Hit – formerly Schrodingers Girl, Philip 
Pullman's Butterfly Tattoo).  
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FIGHTBACK 
 

Steve Voake 
 

 
Praise for Steve Voake: 

This debut novel, by a primary school headmaster, proves that it helps to know your audience. Voake‘s inventive 
adventure has a neatly constructed plot and brave, funny child protagonists called Sam and Skipper... He also sets 
readers an example of how to write skilfully and thoughtfully. This elegant, intelligent book has a good sprinkling of 
wisdom… It is Sam‘s friendship with Skipper that makes this not just an ordinary action adventure but a tale to 
remember 
– Nicolette Jones, The Sunday Times, Children‘s Book of the Week on THE DREAMWALKER‘S CHILD 

It‘s a brisk, adventure-filled quest, complete with a gung-ho girl companion named Skipper and hordes of grisly 
adversaries, who spy on earthlings from tiny fighter planes camouflaged as bugs 
– Hephzibah Anderson, Observer on THE DREAMWALKER‘S CHILD 

Steve Voake‘s debut, The Dreamwalker‘s Child, is also an ingenious and fast-paced thriller, albeit set in another 
world, Aurobon… Voake, a primary school headmaster, knows exactly how to reinvent Biggles for the 21st century, 
and his book buzzes and hums with ideas 
– Amanda Craig, The Times on THE DREAMWALKER‘S CHILD 

Excellent writing and a moving ending 
ð Independent on THE DREAMWALKER‘S CHILD 

It‘s been a while since anything as much fun as Steve Voake‘s The Starlight Conspiracy came along... The quality of 
the writing and the heartwarming sympathy it evokes makes this a really good, thought provoking and exciting 
choice 
ð The Times on THE STARLIGHT CONSPIRACY 

A gripping page turner with a warm ending to satisfy readers who like comforting closures 
ð Bookseller on THE STARLIGHT CONSPIRACY 

Kier glanced around and decided things didnõt look good. Heõd put two armed bank robbers on the 
floor in less than a minute and he hadnõt even broken sweat. If word got back to Jackson, heõd be 
furious… 

Kier West has never really known his father. Every year, when the other children go home from school for the 
holidays, he is flown off to various summer camps where he learns to become independent. But when his father is 
murdered by two masked men, Kier is determined to find his killers. While searching for clues in a London park, he 
meets a sixteen year old girl called Saskia, who seems to know all about his father. After fighting off several assailants 
on the tube with apparent ease, she convinces Kier to come with her to Crete. Here he meets Jackson, a rich man 
who formed his own unofficial police force after losing his son to the same gang that killed Kier‘s father. But all his 
operatives have been compromised, and now he needs Kier and Saskia to help him discover who is behind the 
gang‘s operation. Kier is sent to an isolated monastery where an old man teaches him self-defence to a level 
unimaginable to most people. Once his training is complete, he returns to London with Saskia and together they 

embark upon a dangerous, high-risk plan to bring his father‘s killers to justice… 

Steve Voake was formerly headmaster of a primary school in the West of England. Following the huge success of 
his first novel, THE DREAMWALKER‘S CHILD, he chose to work full-time as a writer, and has since published 
three more novels with Faber & Faber, THE WEB OF FIRE, THE STARLIGHT CONSPIRACY and BLOOD 
HUNTERS. He is also author of the very successful Daisy Dawson series, published by Walker Books. Steve 
currently lives near Bath with his wife and two children, and is a Senior Lecturer in Writing for Young People at Bath 
Spa University. 
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THE EMPEROR‘S GOLD 
 

Robert Wilton 
 
 
 

THE EMPEROR'S GOLD, the first of a series of historical espionage thrillers, is an accelerating journey of intrigue, 
action, history betrayal and death.  

1805. The armies of France have beaten every challenger. Now they camp by the English Channel, awaiting only safe 
passage to complete Napoleon's domination of Europe. Britain is militarily weak, politically divided, unsettled by her 
rioting poor and under constant threat of another Irish insurrection. 

Into this feverish environment, ripe for treason and sedition, comes a dead man. Pulled half-drowned from a 
shipwreck, his past erased, Tom Roscarrock is put to work for the Comptrollerate-General for Scrutiny and Survey, a 
dubious and unknown off-shoot of the Government operating independently and to uncertain ends. He is thrown 
into a bewildering world of political intrigue and violence, moving among the refined salons of Francophile London 
high society, the brutal skirmishes between the brittle militia and manipulated food-rioters, and the shadowy 
meetings where treason is now close to fruition.  

In France, a plan is underway to neutralise the Royal Navy and shatter the last of England's political stability. In 
England, the man who recruited Roscarrock has disappeared, Comptrollerate-General agents keep turning up dead, 
and reports of a secret French fleet are panicking the authorities.  

Roscarrock begins to realise that his mission is a deliberate device to reveal the British spy network in France … His 
own past, previously opaque even to himself, is now the key to the conspiracy. What to everyone else is a battle of 
Empires becomes for Tom Roscarrock a quest for private vengeance. 

Robert Wilton has spent fifteen years in different Departments of the British Government. He was advisor to the 
Prime Minister of Kosovo in the lead-up to the country's independence, and has now returned there as a senior 
international official. His short fiction has been widely published, along with academic writing on the history and 
culture of south-eastern Europe. In his spare time he rows a pilot gig, watches old films and translates Albanian 
poetry. He moves between Prishtina, London and Cornwall, and still doesn‘t know what he wants to be when he 
grows up. 
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THE VERY PICTURE OF YOU 
 

Isabel Wolff 
 
 

Praise for Isabel Wolff: 

What a lovely book! ... A rather bittersweet love story is described in wonderful, vivid detail; brilliantly well-drawn 
characters abound and the vintage bits are very well researched... Read this if you‘re in need of a serious feelgood factor 
– Daily Mail  

It‘s quite a while since I enjoyed a book this much. To be frank I wish I‘d written it myself. It‘s very funny, charming, 
upbeat and unputdownable. Acutely observed and so well written. I was completely diverted and entertained 
– Marian Keyes 

On the compulsive reading list for thirty-something women and anyone interested in understanding them 
– Literary Review 

What‘s between the covers here is a genuinely superior confection 
– Independent on Sunday 

Had me laughing out loud 
– Womanõs Weekly 

Will make you laugh out loud and tug your heartstrings at the same time 
ð Hello  

This book lives up to its hype, and is filled with all the sensory goodness that leads to inevitable comparisons to Joanne 
Harris – this is an author to bookmark 
ð Irish Tatler 

A warm romantic tale… 
ð Heat 

Thirty-three year old Ella Graham is a portrait painter; her luminous and quirky likenesses are beginning to gain her 
widespread recognition. 

While attending a fund-raising party in Chelsea, Ella's half-sister, Chloe, makes the winning bid in a silent auction for 
an Ella Graham portrait commission. She intends the portrait to be of her American fiancé, Nate, as a surprise 
engagement present for him. However, news of the commission and, even more so of the engagement, comes as a 
blow to Ella who has never liked Nate and doesn't want to paint him. 

But in the magic space that is a portrait sitting Ella finds her feelings towards Nate softening. As they begin to learn 
more about each other, she begins to realise to her horror that she is not simply warming to Nate, but is falling 
steadily in love with him. Worse still, he‘s falling in love with her, whilst Chloe – completely unaware that the two 
people she cares most about are forming a traitorous bond – is blissfully preparing for her dream wedding. 

To add to her dismal predicament, Ella‘s natural father John, who left when she was four, turns up out of the blue 
from Australia. Still bitter from his abandonment, Ella is quick to rebuff him, as she always has done. But, as time 
passes and Ella‘s father returns to Australia, her feelings towards him begin to shift. When she ends up painting a 
lady who unexpectedly once knew her father, she gains an important, and previously unknown, insight as to why he 
left. Anguished by her growing love for Nate, and her sudden desire to make amends with her father, Ella heads to 
Australia… But will the move cement her family together or simply tear her apart? 

Isabel Wolff is the author of eight internationally bestselling novels, THE TRIALS OF TIFFANY TROTT, THE 
MAKING OF MINTY MALONE, OUT OF THE BLUE, RESCUING ROSE, BEHAVING BADLY, A 
QUESTION OF LOVE, FORGET ME NOT and A VINTAGE AFFAIR which have sold in over 23 languages 
worldwide. She is also a journalist and broadcaster. She lives in London.  
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CALIFORNIA SCHEMIN‘ 
 

Gavin Bain 
 
 
One of the most amazing, high octane, hedonistic morality tales of our time... an absolutely essential read 
– Irvine Welsh, author of TRAINSPOTTING 

This story is like Robin Hood for the 21st Century and will sit alongside all the great rock n‘ roll stories in history 
 – Alan McGee, Founder of Creation Records  

You just can‘t put this book down! It‘s got echoes of Trainspotting, Fight Club and A Clockwork Orange, but it‘s not 
fiction, it‘s real! 
– Dean Cavanagh, creator of SVENGALI  

Film rights sold to SilverApples Media, with Irvine Welsh contracted to write the screenplay 

CALIFORNIA SCHEMIN‘ tells one of those remarkable real life stories that only come along once or twice a 
decade. It‘s about doing whatever it takes to follow your dream. And it‘s about how two rappers from Dundee 
pretended to be two rappers from California and duped the London record industry out of hundreds of thousands 
of pounds. 

Gavin Bain and Billy Boyd (or Silibil N‘ Brains, as they became known), were two ordinary Scottish boys who shared 
an extraordinary dream to become rap superstars. Refusing to be judged on their accents rather than on their talent, 
they created new American identities for themselves and then persuaded a whole legion of music scouts, agents, 
A&R people, radio execs, DJs and more that they were the latest hot young talent from California. Silibil N‘ Brains 
then lived out that lie for more than two years, securing an enormous record deal with Sony and being catapulted 
into the industry high-life with endless parties, gigs, promotional events, radio shows, MTV, and so on, rubbing 
shoulders with the likes of Madonna, Eminem (who they have to pretend to know!) and D12. 

But ironically, maintaining their false identities meant they could never actually deliver and promote the album that 
they were paid so much money to put together, as the whole dream could evaporate the minute they get spotted by 

anyone who knows them and who could uncover them as two lads from Dundee. 

CALIFORNIA SCHEMIN‘ is the story of these years, the incredible highs and the terrible lows; seven of Gavin‘s 
closest friends die, his friendship with Billy ends up irretrievably damaged, and the two are pushed to the point of 
suicide. 

Be careful what you wish for... 

Gavin Bain is a musician, a writer and a conman. He has been, amongst other things, a telesales man, a shop 
assistant, a waiter, a barman in a strip club, an actor, an escort agent, a construction worker, a graphic designer, a 
signed musician and a professional conman. He‘s had it all, lost it all and won it all back again. Despite being a 
hypochondriac, an insomniac and briefly a hermit, he has achieved many things including touring with some of the 
biggest artists in the world. At 27 he‘s close to completing his first book and his band‘s first album. Gavin‘s story has 
inspired a documentary and a feature film with SilverApples Media in Dublin, who have contracted Irvine Welsh to 
write the screen-play. 
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SHAPELY ANKLE PREFERRED 
A History of Lonely Hearts Ads 
 

Francesca Beauman 
 
 
Praise for PINEAPPLE: 

A masterly dissection of a perfectly proportioned import 
– Guardian 

The fruit‘s story turns out to be a gripping tale of sex, (imperial) violence and anxieties about status. It is hard to 
imagine it better told 
– Independent 

The taste of pineapple, however, is only a part of its charm, as Fran Beauman‘s engaging ‗biography‘ of the fruit amply 
shows (for once, the application of ‗biography‘ to an inanimate object seems justified) 
– Bee Wilson, TLS 

Are you one of the millions of people every week who advertise for love either in newspapers, magazines or online? 

Think you‘re the first? Well, think again. Because it turns out that people have been advertising for love for over 
three centuries. 

Cheapside, London, a warm Friday in July 1695. Nestled on page three of a weekly pamphlet called A Collection for 
Improvement of Husbandry and Trade, surrounded by ads for a cobbler‘s apprentice, an Arabian stallion and a second-
hand bed, was this brave plea: 

A Gentleman about 30 Years of Age, that says he had a Very Good Estate, would willingly Match himself to some Good 
Young Gentlewoman, that has a Fortune of 3000l. or thereabouts, and he will make Settlement to Content. 

This was the country‘s first Lonely Heart ad. It was, however, only the beginning. SHAPELY ANKLE 
PREFERRED traces the development of Lonely Hearts ads from the late seventeenth century right up until their 
ubiquitous presence in today‘s media. Each chapter (‗Men Seeking Women‘, ‗Women Seeking Men‘, ‗Once Seen‘ and 
so on) features some of the most hilarious, and the most heart-breaking, of the multitude of ads that have been 
placed by the lonely over the centuries. These are then used to provide a fascinating insight into the history of 
courtship, love and marriage. From consumerism to contraception, from the industrial revolution to gay rights, there 
is a Lonely Hearts ad to illuminate a great many of the transformations that British society has undergone over the 
past three hundred years. 

Francesca Beauman gained a first-class honours degree in history from the University of Cambridge. Born in 1978, 
her first book, THE PINEAPPLE, was published by Chatto & Windus in 2005. As well as writing, she works as a 
television presenter in the UK. Recent projects include presenting Bring It On, an entertainment show for BBC1, as 
well as Comic Relief (BBC1) and Oblivious (ITV). Her second book, THE WOMAN‘S BOOK, was published by 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson in 2007. 
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IT‘S ALL THEIR FAULT 
 

Neil Boorman 
 
 
Praise for BONFIRE OF THE BRANDS: 

Boorman has brains, humility and a winning style 
ð Financial Times  

Makes for a great read... a vivid portrait of one man's relationship with adverts and unnecessary spending 
ð New Statesman  

This is a terrible time to be young. Every baby in the UK is born owing £22,500, a share of the £1.4 trillion credit 
crunch bail out. The average student graduates £20,000 in debt. The prospect of paying off that debt and saving for 
a deposit for a one bedroom flat is remote, and it is all the fault of our parents. Anyone under the age of 35 is living 
in the shadow of the Baby Boomer Generation who grew up in an era of rapidly growing prosperity, drew wages 
from jobs for life, got their education for free, and bought multiple cars and TVs that they didn‘t need. The 
enormous financial debt we‘ve been handed comes from both their megalomania of overspending and their reckless 
economic and political decision-making. And it is going to get worse. There are roughly 900 days left until the 
Boomer time bomb goes off and they reach retirement, cease to pay taxes and start drawing pensions. 

IT‘S ALL THEIR FAULT is a call to arms, a chance for those born in the 70s and 80s to respond to the chaos. We 
cannot stop the bomb, or undo the debt, but we can remove the Boomer politicians from office. There will be a 
general election before June next year. This is our opportunity to kick them out of power. 

To be published the day that the general election is announced, IT‘S ALL THEIR FAULT will be aimed squarely at 
the first time voter Facebook generation who understand that social media networks and platforms for shared 
content and opinions are agents of change. Published as an ebook and in print-on-demand format, IT‘S ALL 
THEIR FAULT will be revolutionary in its distribution by providing a collaborative platform to allow readers to 
contribute to the debate and create new content. In addition, for a limited time, readers will be able to download the 
book for free in return for peer-to-peer promotion to all their friends online turning IT‘S ALL; THEIR FAULT into 
their own rallying cry. 

Neil Boorman is a writer, journalist and consultant based in London. He is the author of BONFIRE OF THE 
BRANDS, a study on branding and shopping addiction. The book has been translated into several languages, and the 
accompanying website, bonfireofthebrands.com, hosts the numerous activist videos that Neil has shot. Neil 
previously worked as the editor in chief at the youth culture magazine Sleazenation before launching his own lifestyle 
magazine Good For Nothing. He has written weekly columns for the Guardian for many years, a collection of which 
were published as a book by Duckworth. Neil Boorman has consulted and produced content for a wide range 
of brands, such as Nokia, Adidas, Sony and Diesel, and regularly lectures at branding and marketing seminars 
throughout Europe. Neil is a widely recognised journalist in his own right, having written extensively for The Times, 
the Independent, the Guardian, the Daily Mail, Time Out, London Paper and the BBC News Website. 
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A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR DOGS 
 

John Bradshaw 
 
 
 

The dog has been mankind‘s faithful companion for tens of thousands of years, yet today finds itself in crisis 
throughout the Western world. Following the Industrial Revolution, and the massive human migration that took 
place from the countryside to the cities, three new factors came into play.  

The first was the increasing proportion of dogs whose sole function was to be a family pet. Although many working 
types were successfully adapted, others were and still are poorly suited.  There are signs that the popularity of dogs 
may have peaked, and that they may struggle to adapt as the current century unfolds. After all, dogs, as living beings, 
cannot be re-engineered every decade or so as if they were computers or cars.  

The second factor is the widespread belief that the behaviour of domestic dogs is, under the surface, little altered 
from that of their ancestor, the wolf. Wolves, which have generally been seen as vicious animals constantly striving 
for dominance over every other member of their own kind, have been held up as the only credible model for 
understanding the behaviour of dogs, leading to the notion that every dog is constantly trying to control its owner, 
unless, that is, the owner is relentless in keeping it in check. This misconception is still widely promoted in books and 
on television, but recent research on both dogs and wolves has shown not only that it is simply unfounded, but also 
that dogs which do come into conflict with their owners are usually motivated by anxiety, not a surfeit of ambition. 

The third factor was the late 19th century division of dogs into breeds, and the adoption by the breed societies of a 
single ideal appearance, or ―standard‖, for each. As a result, many breeds have become inbred to the point where 
hundreds of genetically based deformities, diseases and disadvantages have emerged.  

Amid all this controversy, the needs of dogs themselves can become obscured, even as attempts are made to right 
some of the wrongs done to them. This book will help to redress the balance, by showing the world from the dog‘s 
perspective, as revealed by the latest scientific research. It aims to appeal as much to dog owners as it will to those 
interested in understanding the science of animal behaviour and how it can be applied to real-life situations. 

Each chapter will be headed by a clause from an imaginary Bill of Rights, summarising what dogs would ask for if 
they knew how to speak. The intention is not to demand rights for dogs in the sense of ―animal rights‖ – rather, the 
aim is to achieve a greater understanding and appreciation for the special place that dogs hold in human society. 

John Bradshaw is a biologist who founded and directs the world-renowned Anthrozoology Institute, based at the 

University of Bristol.  He has been studying the behaviour of domestic dogs and their owners for over 25 years, and 

is the author of many scientific articles, research papers and reviews, which have not only shed new light on the 

dog‘s abilities and needs, but have also changed the way that dogs are understood and cared for all over the world.   

Intent on understanding every aspect of the relationship between man and his ―best friend‖, the domestic dog, his 

research has ranged from studies of why guide dogs are less well accepted in Japan than they are in the West, to how 

gundogs learn how to track their quarry.  John firmly believes that the future of the dog lies not simply in the blunt 

instruments of legislation and regulation, but with better public understanding of what dogs actually are, their needs 

and wants. 
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THE WORLD THAT NEVER WAS 
 

Alex Butterworth 
 

 
Alex Butterworth‘s exhilarating book is a headlong gallop through the history of anarchism from the Paris Commune 
of 1871 to the Russian revolution in 1917. Almost any paragraph packs more action than an entire Dan Brown novel, 
though one suspects that even he might reject many of the incidents and characters as too outrageous to be credible 
– Financial Times  

Compelling and insightful …  
 – Stuart Christie, Guardian 

Butterworth brilliantly teases out the paths and plots of the dedicated revolutionaries... A genuine tour de force 
 – David Aaronovitch  

The World That Never Was conveys the labyrinthine coils of conspirators and spies with graphic panache... His book 
intimates plots for thrillers and settings for films, proceeding at a fast pace… Butterworth has created an impressive 
work which will captivate those unfamiliar with anarchist history and teach even specialists much that they did not 
know before 
 – Sheila Rowbotham, Independent 

In this rich and passionate account of the world‘s first international terrorist campaign the disquieting echoes of our 
own times are impossible to ignore… Butterworth points up anarchism‘s lurid side, but his book is underpinned by 
impressive research and a genuine argument… In a brilliant move, Butterworth also pursues the counterplotters and 
agents provocateurs… this is a thrilling and important book 
– Sunday Times 

Intriguing, provocative and written with a novelist's eye for detail, this book is an engrossing journey into a murky, 
subterranean world 
–Mike Rapport, BBC History Magazine 

A bold, vigorous and original book 
 – Times Literary Review  

The last third of the nineteenth century saw the world in flux. Science vied with religion to represent the soul of 
man, and technological advances opened the possibility of new ways of living. From Russia to America, across 
Western Europe and beyond, governments already unsettled by major shifts in geopolitical power were threatened 
by growing social unrest and the rise of socialism. And looming over them was the spectre of the Anarchist and the 
shadow of international terrorism. It was a new kind of Terror that could strike anywhere and that permeated deep 
into the imagination of the times.  

Its true weapon, though, was not dynamite but fear itself: a fact quickly grasped by those whose job it was to protect 
the powerful. Yet in a credulous age, when hoaxers and forgers thrived, the fictions spun by police chiefs and their 
agent provocateurs were often no less beguiling. And out of the short-term actions of these forgotten individuals 
grew the noxious delusions of worldwide conspiracy that would poison the century to come.  

A masterly exploration of the strange twists and turns of history, THE WORLD THAT NEVER WAS follows the 
interweaving lives of several key anarchists, and of the secret police who tracked them. Framed by the Paris 
Commune of 1871 and the 1905 revolution in St Petersburg, and spread across five continents, theirs is the story of 
a generation that saw the dream of Utopia crumble, to be replaced by a dangerous desperation. Here is a revelatory 
portrait of an era with uncanny echoes of our own. 

Alex Butterworth is a writer, dramatist and broadcaster. The joint author of POMPEII: The Living City 
(Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2005) and the author of the British Film Institute‘s NEW SCREEN MEDIA, he is a 
frequent contributor to publications including the Observer, History Today and BBC History. He holds degrees from the 
University of Oxford and the Royal College of Art, studied screenwriting at the National Film School, and is 
currently an honorary research fellow at the University of Birmingham. He is married with two children and lives in 
North London. 
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SHE-WOLVES 
The Women who Ruled England Before Elizabeth 
 

Helen Castor 
 
 
 

Helen Castor has long been fascinated by the exercise of power: how rulers rule and why people obey them. And in 
the Middle Ages – the period in which Dr Castor specializes – power was inherently and inescapably male. That, at 
least, was the theory. In practice, however, the political waters were muddied twice over: first, by the principle of 
heredity, which risked bestowing the right to rule on daughters as well as on sons; and, second, by the sheer calibre 
of some of the women sidelined by these formal structures of power. For behind the masculine façade of 
government, mothers and wives could exert an irresistible influence on the policies of kings and nobles. And an 
exceptional woman in exceptional circumstances might do much more than that. It‘s a scenario that resonates 
deeply, even now, at a distance of more than half a millennium. In formal terms, our aspirations are very different: 
that ability, not inheritance or gender, should determine participation in public life. But the experience of a woman 
confronted by barriers, spoken or unspoken, that her male counterpart doesn‘t face is as immediately recognizable in 
twenty-first-century boardrooms and council chambers as it is in twelfth-century courts and castles. 

The seven extraordinary women who ruled England during the five hundred years between the Conquest and the 
end of the sixteenth century were: Matilda, Eleanor of Aquitaine, Isabella of France, Margaret of Anjou, Jane Grey, 
and the Tudor queens Mary and Elizabeth. Dr Castor‘s intention in telling their compelling story is not, however, to 
pursue such contemporary parallels in explicit terms. Rather, the aim is evoke the vanished worlds of these seven 
charismatic women in a compelling combination of the personal and the political, of private and public lives. And to 
explore these lives is to realize just how far we‘ve come, and yet how little has changed. 

Helen Castor is a Cambridge University historian who also writes reviews and features for The Sunday Times, Sunday 
Telegraph and the Guardian. Her first book, BLOOD AND ROSES, won the Beatrice White Prize in 2006 for 
outstanding scholarly work in the field of English literature. She is 42 years old. 

 

 

UK Publisher Faber 

US Publisher HarperCollins 

Delivery April 2010 

UK Publication October 2010 

Status Bound proofs 

Length 4084 pages 

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, US 

 
  



 

 38 

Conville & Walsh Ltd 

Non-fiction 

 

THE INFINITY PUZZLE 
 

Frank Close 
 
 
 

THE INFINITY PUZZLE is the story of three brilliant scientists – Gerhard ‗t Hooft, Peter Higgs and James ―BJ‖ 
Bjorken –  whose breakthroughs, 40 years ago, are about to herald the most ambitious experiment in the history of 
physics. At a cost of ten billion dollars, the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), a machine that will replay the start of the 
universe, is now about to begin. 

‗t Hooft already has a Nobel Prize, for solving the original Infinity Puzzle, which set the whole saga in motion. Media 
speculation is rife that by 2012 the elusive Higgs Boson particle will be found at the LHC, and win a Nobel Prize for 
Peter Higgs. However, as THE INFINITY PUZZLE reveals, his Nobel is far from certain, with others 
controversially staking claim to his idea. Bjorken, but for whom none of this could have happened, seems to have 
been forgotten by the Nobel Foundation. 

The story of the last half century of physics, leading to the birth of the LHC, is woven around this trio. THE 
INFINITY PUZZLE exposes the role of leaks and rumours in the race to be first and win a Nobel. It also 
introduces some of the runners-up: scientists who missed their chance of immortality, by failing to take the extra 
critical step, being talked out of doing so by more senior colleagues, or were scooped.  

This is a tale of great minds chasing great prizes, bedevilled by ironically missed opportunities, showing the reality of 
science as competition and adventure, played out against a background of high politics, low behaviour and multi-
billion dollar budgets. 

It is a tale of human endeavour, peopled by individuals who are all known to the author, himself working in the field. 

Professor Frank Close is currently a fellow and physics tutor at Oxford University, specializing in the quark 
structure of matter. He is Vice President of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, and until 2005 
was Professor of Astronomy at Gresham College, London. Professor Close is a theoretical high energy particle 
physicist who has written several popular books about science, including LUCIFER‘S LEGACY, THE VOID and 
THE COSMIC ONION and won the Kelvin Medal of the Institute of Physics in 1996 for contributions to the 
public understanding of physics. He studied at St Andrews University and then came to Oxford to do his D.Phil. 
From Oxford he went first to Stanford, California for two years as a postdoctoral fellow and then to CERN, 
Geneva. Professor Close joined the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory in 1975 as a research physicist and was latterly 
Head of Theoretical Physics Division. He is currently an advisor to CERN on their experimental programme. In 
2000 he was awarded an OBE for "services to research and the public understanding of science.‖ 
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FLIPNOSIS 
The Art of Split Second Persuasion 
 

Kevin Dutton 
 
 
Brilliant... Kevin Dutton is simply a genius. I now tell his stories as if they were my own 
 – Andy McNab, author of BRAVO TWO ZERO 

Hugely entertaining and extremely thought-provoking 
– Richard Wiseman, author of 59 SECONDS 

So mind-alteringly brilliant that I‘m amazed it hasn‘t been made illegal 
 – Howard Marks, author of MR NICE 

What if I were to tell you that a psychopathic arsonist might be the person most likely to save you from 

a burning building? 

This book is about a special kind of persuasion: 'flipnosis'. It has an incubation period of just seconds, and can 
instantly disarm even the most discerning mind. This is the kind of high-wire psychological espionage which, in the 
right hands, can dismantle any conflict but which in the wrong hands can kill. Flipnosis is black-belt mind control. It 
doesn't just turn the tables, it kicks them over.  

From the malign but fascinating powers of psychopaths, serial killers and con men to the political genius of Winston 
Churchill – via the grandmasters of martial arts, Buddhist monks, magicians, advertisers, salesmen, CEOs and frogs 
that mug each other – Kevin Dutton's brilliantly original and revelatory book explores what cutting-edge science can 
teach us about the techniques of persuasion. Fascinating, provocative, and ultimately inspiring, FLIPNOSIS reveals, 
for the first time, the psychological DNA of instant influence – and how each of us can learn to be that little bit 
more persuasive. 

Kevin Dutton is a lecturer in psychology and senior research fellow at St Edmund‘s College, University of 
Cambridge. He has a first-class honours degree in psychology from the University of Kent and a doctorate in 
psychology from the University of Essex. In addition to his research on conflict resolution, he is the executive 
secretary of the International Society for Science and Religion (based at the University of Cambridge). He has 
organized and spoken at meetings and conferences across the world, and his work has been published in leading 
international scientific journals including Journal of Experimental Psychology and Cognition and Emotion. 
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THE WISDOM OF PSYCOPATHS 
 

Kevin Dutton 
 
 
Praise for FLIPNOSIS: 

Brilliant... Kevin Dutton is simply a genius. I now tell his stories as if they were my own 
 – Andy McNab, author of BRAVO TWO ZERO 

Hugely entertaining and extremely thought-provoking 
– Richard Wiseman, author of 59 SECONDS 

So mind-alteringly brilliant that I‘m amazed it hasn‘t been made illegal 
 – Howard Marks, author of MR NICE 

Psychopath. No sooner is the word out, than images of serial killers, rapists, suicide bombers and gangsters come 
scything across our minds. But what if I were to paint you a different picture? What if I were to tell you that the 
psychopathic arsonist who sets fire to your house might also, in a parallel universe, be the person most likely to pluck 
you from the flames?  

A claim like that is hard to believe. But it‘s true. Unlike their box-office counterparts, not all psychopaths are violent. 
Far from it. In fact, they have a lot of good things going for them. Psychopaths are fearless, confident, charismatic, 
ruthless and focused – qualities tailor-made for success in 21st century society.  

THE WISDOM OF PSYCHOPATHS is an intellectual rollercoaster ride that combines lightning hot niche-science 
with unprecedented access to secret monasteries, Special Forces training camps, and rarefied psychopath wings of 
high security hospitals. We meet serial killers, war heroes, financiers, movie stars and attorneys – and discover 
something amazing. Beneath the hype and the popular characterization, psychopaths have something to teach us.  

Just like the knobs on a mixing deck – the ‗soundtrack‘ of psychopathy is graded. And that the right combination of 
psychopathic traits, sampled and mixed at carefully calibrated volumes, can put us ahead of the game. 

Kevin Dutton is a lecturer in psychology and senior research fellow at St Edmund‘s College, University of 
Cambridge. He has a first-class honours degree in psychology from the University of Kent and a doctorate in 
psychology from the University of Essex. In addition to his research on conflict resolution, he is the executive 
secretary of the International Society for Science and Religion (based at the University of Cambridge). He has 
organized and spoken at meetings and conferences across the world, and his work has been published in leading 
international scientific journals including Journal of Experimental Psychology and Cognition and Emotion. 
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THE ORPHAN FAMILY ALBUM 
 

Aaron Eske 
 
 
 

Aaron Eske, at only 26, is the Communication Director for Angelina Jolie‘s orphans‘ advocacy organisation in 
Washington. It‘s the perfect job for him: his mother was head of Nebraska‘s Health and Human Services and, when 
Aaron was a young boy, she started bringing her work home – or rather – the world home, by adopting children 
from India, Ethiopia and Korea in the 80s; as the author jokes ‗after Mia Farrow started adopting Asian children and 
before Woody Allen started sleeping with them‘.  

Despite growing up in rural Nebraska, Aaron was unconcerned by his unusual home life. Each of his new siblings 
arrived in the Nebraska prairie with challenging physical and mental problems to overcome: Meredith was born with 
deformed hands and feet; Michelle had to come to terms with the fact her mother traded her virginity to save her 
kidnapped younger brother; Jordan, who having spent his first years on the streets, never quite outgrew his 
unruliness; and lastly, Jamie, who would need years of physical therapy to overcome cerebral palsy. It was only as 
Aaron grew older that he found it increasingly difficult to cope with and understand his siblings‘ lives. 

While principally a celebration of an unorthodox childhood, THE ORPHAN FAMILY ALBUM is the tale of 
Aaron‘s adaptation to his growing family, and his siblings‘ adjustment to Western life.  The story is made more 
remarkable by the fact that Aaron then bought a plane ticket and visited the orphanages where his siblings began 
their lives. Weaving stories of personal tragedy with wider issues of international adoption, Aaron Eske interweaves 
stories of his childhood with his own experiences of visiting orphanages in the developing world, and in the process 
brilliantly explores and illuminates the complex issues that surround adoption.  

It‘s an extraordinary story with a unique viewpoint, which will capture readers‘ hearts and minds. 

Aaron Eske has 20 years of experience living in a global family. He graduated from the University of Nebraska, 

Lincoln with a degree in Journalism and was awarded a prestigious Marshall Scholarship which led him to study for a 

Masters degree in Global Politics and Development at the London School of Economics. He is now the 

Communications Director for Angelina Jolie‘s orphans‘ advocacy organization – Global Action for Children.  
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RAINY BRAIN, SUNNY BRAIN 
The New Science of Fear and Optimism 
 

Elaine Fox 
 
 
 

At the heart of RAINY BRAIN, SUNNY BRAIN lies a deceptively simple question. Why are some people more 
responsive to carrots and some to sticks? Why are some driven to take dangerous risks, whilst others shun even the 
merest hint of danger? And why do some of us see life‘s proverbial glass as half empty, and some of us see it as half 
full? 

Decades of research in neuroscience and psychology are now beginning to unravel the mysteries of the brain‘s 
interactive networks, and to provide answers to questions about our deepest fears, anxieties and pleasures. Here, Dr 
Elaine Fox, whose groundbreaking research led to publication in early 2009 of a paper about the ―optimist gene‖, 
will explain why it is that certain knowledge or events – such as the onset of a debilitating disease or the occurrence 
of a personal tragedy – will leave some of us cowed, anxious or even clinically depressed, whilst some of us will be 
able to carry on, as before, barely affected by it. She will reveal how the latest neuroscientific and genetic research 
demonstrates that the optimist quite literally tunes in to the bright side of life, whilst the pessimist seems doomed to 
looking forever towards the dark side. 

RAINY BRAIN, SUNNY BRAIN will argue that understanding the neural mechanisms underlying these primal 
reactions – the push and pull of fear and fun – provides a unique window into our current fears, uncertainties and 
addictions; why they are so pervasive and persistent; and finally, what we can do about them. Science tells us that 
while we are unlikely to be able to completely eradicate primary fears and desires there are ways in which we can 
control and reinterpret them. Knowledge may not help us in overcoming the brain‘s automatic response to an 
immediate threat or pleasure but it can be very powerful in overcoming the more controlled response to fear and 
excitement. Professor Fox‘s own research conducted over the last 20 years has directly addressed these questions, 
and this, along with that of many other experts in the field is brought together for the first time in RAINY BRAIN, 
SUNNY BRAIN. 

Professor Elaine Fox is one of the UK‘s leading experimental psychologists and neuroscientists. She has worked in 
the Cognition and Brain Sciences Unit at the University of Cambridge and is currently head of the Department of 
Psychology and Centre for Brain Science at the University of Essex, where she runs a department of around 40 staff 
and 600 students. Her work has been discussed in a wide range of publications, including Nature, Science, New Scientist, 
the Economist, The New York Times, The Times and the Guardian, as well as in many other newspaper, TV and radio 
outlets worldwide. She is the author of a well-received academic book, entitled Emotion Science: Cognitive and 
Neuroscientific Approaches to Understanding Human Emotions, which was published by Palgrave Macmillan in 
September 2008. And her recent research on the genetics of optimism and fear features in an ABC documentary 
presented by Michael J. Fox (no relation) entitled The Adventures of an Incurable Optimist, which aired on the 7th 
May, 2009. 
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THE HISTORY DIET 
 

Louise Foxcroft 
 
 
 

If fat is not an insidious creeping enemy, I do not know what is 
– William Banting: Letter on Corpulence, Addressed to the Public (1869) 

Dieting has been going on for millennia, ever since the forgotten day when someone first pinched an inch. THE 
HISTORY DIET is a unique look at the people who first dreamt up diets and why they did it. It will deliver a frank 
account of the diets that have been proven to work, and those that have made generations suffer without success, 
culminating in a set of guidelines that people can live by here and now. 

This book will sift through the science and psychology, the sense and the nonsense, beginning with the ancient 
Classical truism that fat is bad for you. We all, in theory, know that fat is unhealthy; our doctors, the media, even the 
government invests time and money in warning us of the risks of obesity. But there must have been as many diets as 
there have been dieters, and casting her eye back over history, Louise Foxcroft addresses this mess of contradictory 
information in entertaining, clear-cut prose. 

Dr Louise Foxcroft is the author of HOT FLUSHES, COLD SCIENCE: A History of the Modern Menopause. 
She specialises in medical perceptions of the human body, and is an occasional supervisor at the University of 
Cambridge. She has written for a number of national newspapers, including The London Review of Books, Guardian, 
Times and Erotic Review, and is a Non-Alcoholic Trustee on the General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
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WHEN I AM PLAYING WITH MY CAT, HOW DO I KNOW THAT 
SHE IS NOT PLAYING WITH ME? 
 

Saul Frampton 
 
 
 

WHEN I AM PLAYING WITH MY CAT uses the last twenty or so years of Michel de Montaigne‘s life in 
sixteenth-century France to show how this most modern of philosophers – modern in terms of the extraordinarily 
contemporary feel of his writing – moved from feeling that he walked in the shadow of death to embracing life again 
in all its messy, exuberant variety. 

The story really starts with that terrible moment when, aged 38, Michel de Montaigne suffered the deaths of five of 
his six children – and of his brother, and of his best friend – in quick succession, and withdrew to the tower of his 
chateau outside Bordeaux to write and prepare himself for his own death. 

There, in his circular study, surrounded by a thousand books and working beneath beams which he had carved with 
quotations from his favourite classical philosophers, Montaigne began to write essays which initially mirrored the 
concerns of his sixteenth-century noble Gascon background: essays on warfare, for instance, or on sieges and on 
battle tactics. But gradually Montaigne began to make himself his own material, interweaving his thoughts on the 
importance of friendship and his own personal failings, say, with his explorations of the rights of animals and the 
puzzling behaviour of foreigners. And what emerges over the twenty-year span of his writing is a portrait of a man 
falling back in love with life, so much so that he begins to score out some of the more Stoic quotations carved above 
his head. 

Saul Frampton graduated with a first class degree in philosophy and English, and wrote a doctorate on Renaissance 
literature at Wadham College, Oxford. Since then, he has been a fellow at Oxford University and an assistant editor 
of the London Review of Books, and now teaches at the University of Westminster. He is 39. 
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THE WORM 
Cybercrime, Cyberwarfare and You 
 

Misha Glenny  
 
 

Praise for MCMAFIA: Seriously Organised Crime, sold in 37 languages worldwide 

Horrifying but gripping... vivid and involving 
ð Daily Telegraph   

To be regarded as one of the essential non-fiction works of our time. Exhaustively researched... it‘s sobering in the 
extreme, but also riveting, filled with exotic locations, staggering facts, acts of incredible brutality and colourful, if 
deadly, characters... Anyone with even the smallest interest in how the world really works should read this book 
– Alex Bilmes, GQ 

Required reading... all varieties of nefarious trade, and some ostensibly respectable ones, stand accused in this 
expansive survey of the world of organised crime 
ð Robert Cole, The Times 

This is a big, noble book by a proper reporter who travels the world and gives the Mr Bigs of global crime a poke in the 
eye... Uncomfortable but compelling reading... you must read it 
ð Literary Review  

This is the most important non-fiction book of the year 
ð Mail on Sunday 

He tells a grisly story very well 
 ð Sunday Times 

Racy, well-researched and highly entertaining... Essential reading 
ð Irish Times  

Cyber crime is the fastest growing sector of international organised crime. ‗The Worm‘ is shorthand for all manner 
of malignant computer code that is passed from computer to computer. If it lands in your PC, it can turn the 
machine on which you chat to friends and do your weekly shop into anything from a faithless electronic thief to part 
of a network that helps manage nuclear weapons systems for a military intelligence service. 

This emergent strain of crime has spawned a multi-billion dollar industry under the loose banner of Cyber-security. 
The internet, hitherto a great place to work, to chat and to play games, is being transformed simultaneously into a 
fountain of wealth and a deadly battleground. In 2008, as other branches of the global economy were starting to 
contract in the onset of a worldwide recession, cyberspace was becoming witness to a new arms race – providing 
both jobs and a host of futuristic dramas. THE WORM is the story of this new battleground. 

THE WORM will find an answer to the key questions that have been posed by the explosion of cyberspace. Misha 
Glenny will use his hallmark technique – combing original research and gripping narrative stories, placed within a 
subtle political, economic and historical context. As well as explaining one of the great challenges facing the 
networked world, it is written with a view to immersing the layman into the vast and labyrinthine virtual underworld. 

Misha Glenny is a distinguished journalist and historian. As the Central Europe Correspondent first for the 
Guardian and then for the BBC, he chronicled the collapse of communism and the wars in former Yugoslavia. He 
has won several major awards, including the Sony Gold Award for his outstanding contribution to broadcasting. He 
is the author of three books on Eastern Europe and the Balkans, as well as the huge international bestseller 
MCMAFIA. He has regularly been consulted by US and European governments on major policy issues and ran an 
NGO for three years, assisting with the reconstruction of Serbia, Macedonia and Kosovo. He now lives in London. 
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THE ANCIENT GUIDE TO MODERN LIFE 
 

Natalie Haynes 
 
 
 

Edmund Burke once said, ‗Those who don‘t know history are destined to repeat it‘. Pithy, eloquent, and the perfect 
proof that no-one can be right all the time. We aren‘t condemned to repeat history if we don‘t know it. We‘re 
condemned to repeat it whether we know it or not. 

THE ANCIENT GUIDE TO MODERN LIFE reveals the endless parallels between the ancient and modern 
worlds. Whether it‘s the ostentatious riches of David Beckham or those of Trimalchio, the nouveau riche freedman 
in Petronius‘s comic novel, The Satyricon; the popular support for the Emperor Titus in 79CE or President Obama in 
2009; the conflict between Greece and Persia in the 5th century BCE, or the conflicts that still colour Western 
relations with the Middle East in the 21st century, our lives are reflected and illuminated by the ancient world. 

The Greeks and Romans lived in unimaginably harsh conditions. Yet they thrived – they created successful political 
models, built empires, created poetry and art, and questioned the very nature of man‘s place in the world. 

It‘s time for us to re-examine the ancient world. It doesn‘t belong in dusty classrooms and dog-eared textbooks – it 
belongs in our lives, teaching us how to live here, now. The inhabitants of the ancient world produced work which 
still has a huge impact on almost every part of our lives today –  politics, art, philosophy – our world would be 
nothing without their contribution, and our lives are infinitely richer if we take the time to look at what they have 
given us. History, for the ancients, had a didactic purpose – by reading it, one didn‘t simply learn facts, one learned 
about humanity. THE ANCIENT GUIDE TO MODERN LIFE reminds us of our past, and so throws light on our 
future. 

Natalie Haynes specialised early, taking triple Classics at A-level. She graduated from Christ‘s College, Cambridge, 
in 1996, and went on to teach Latin, Greek and Ancient History at Winchester College and at Harrow School. She is 
an award-winning comedian, journalist, and broadcaster. She is a regular panellist on BBC2‘s Newsnight Review, 
Radio 4‘s Saturday Review, and the long-running arts show, Front Row. She wrote and presented Classical Comedy, 
a programme about how modern comedians steal all of their techniques, and some of their jokes, from the Greeks 
and Romans, which was broadcast on Radio 4 in 2007. Now 34 years old, she has been a guest columnist for the 
Times since 2006. 
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THE DOCTOR OF ZANZIBAR 
The Battle to End the African Slave Trade 
 

Alastair Hazell 
 
 
 

On 15 June 1873, the Zanzibar slave market – where thousands of men, women and children had been bought and 
sold annually – was finally closed. 

This astonishing story is in part the account of a non-European colonization of Africa – long before the Scramble 
for Africa – when the Sultan of Oman decided, in the 1820s, to move his court from the Arabian Gulf to Zanzibar, 
in order ruthlessly to exploit the East African slave trade. An extraordinary move, given that the Sultan, and his 
successors, then brought money-changers and taxation officials in from India and struck wholesale deals with slave 
raiders far into the African interior, decimating entire tribes and shipping tens of thousands into captivity. 

The unknown story here is that of a young British doctor, John Kirk, who spent the majority of his working life 
trying to end the Zanzibar slave trade at a time when the British had no particular interest in East Africa and often 
refused militarily to back his efforts. Perhaps more amazingly, Kirk was neither an explorer nor a soldier. He was in 
fact a botanist, a classifier of plants, and a medical doctor. 

In THE DOCTOR OF ZANZIBAR, Alastair Hazell interweaves four years‘ research of personal and national 
histories into a compelling and resonant chronicle, at the centre of which lies the intersection of Islam and slavery. 

Alastair Hazell was raised in Malawi in the 1960s, surrounded by neighbours who viewed the Nyasa Slave Wars, 
which had ended just 70 years earlier, as very recent history: a sense of historical connection which stuck with 
Alastair when he studied at Cambridge, and on through the seven years during which he ran Macmillan Africa. 
Thereafter Alastair founded a financial information company, the successful sale of which allowed him to set up a 
couple of other businesses and to run an African NGO, and devote himself to these primary sources. He‘s now 55.  
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SHADOWS OF THE SWORDS 
 

Tom Holland  
 
 
Praise for RUBICON and PERSIAN FIRE, both shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize: 

Mind-boggling… wry humour and thrilling tale-telling 
– The Times on MILLENNIUM 

A tremendously good read, which will no doubt gain more accolades and many more readers 
– Noel Malcolm, Sunday Telegraph on MILLENNIUM 

Tom Holland‘s masterly study brings the Persians to vivid life... [a] panoramic and gripping book 
– Observer on PERSIAN FIRE 

Confident, fluent and accessible, and with salutary lessons for our own times, this is history at its best 
–The Times on PERSIAN FIRE 

A terrific read and a remarkable piece of scholarship. As an introduction to Roman history, it is unlikely to be bettered 
– Daily Mail on RUBICON 

Fresh and vivid... there is no better and clearer guide to the tangled political events of 100–44 BC... if a new readership 
is to be won for ancient history, it is books like this that will pave the way 
– Frank McLynn, New Statesman, on RUBICON 

SHADOWS OF THE SWORDS is a narrative history of a truly epochal turning point in world history: the coming 
of Islam. It argues that this can be traced – and perhaps explained – as a recognisable phenomenon of ancient 
imperialism. It aims to demonstrate that this can most plausibly be attributed, not to the mysterious intervention of 
an archangel, but to the all too human context of a world dominated by rival great powers – and by the rival 
monotheisms that underpinned them. The faith of those who had come to acknowledge Muhammed as a prophet 
was still something relatively unformed when they first erupted from the deserts of Arabia to astound and seize the 
world. 

In short, it was not the religion we now call Islam which inspired the great surge of Arab conquest, but the other way 
round. 

The need for a book such as SHADOWS OF THE SWORDS is pressing. No longer are the origins of Islam likely 
to prove of interest only to Muslims and professors of ancient history. Indeed, it is hard to think of another field in 
which the disjunction between received tradition and contemporary scholarship has the potential to prove more 
fascinating – and perhaps surprising – to a general readership. Bearing in mind the widespread interest in Islam that 
has grown up over recent years, it is nothing less than extraordinary that the seismic developments in the study of its 
origins should have remained so completely off the public radar until now. To trace and explain the rise of the Arabs 
to greatness is not merely to shed a spotlight upon the ancient past: it is to illuminate the crises and controversies of 
the present as well. 

Tom Holland is the author of RUBICON: The Triumph and Tragedy of the Roman Republic (Little, Brown, 2003) 
and PERSIAN FIRE: The First World Empire and the Battle for the West (Time Warner, 2005). He has adapted 
Herodotus, Homer, Thucydides and Virgil for BBC Radio, and is currently working on a fresh translation of 
Herodotus for Penguin Classics. He lives in London with his wife and two children.  
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THE SECRET LIVES OF BUILDINGS 
 

Ed Hollis 
 
 
Longlisted for the Guardian First Book Award 2009 

Delightful… The Secret Lives of Buildings is a beautifully wrought book: a kind of illuminated manuscript with words 
taking the place of pictures… Here are wondrous stories writ in stone, and Edward Hollis has written about them very 
well indeed 
ð Guardian 

Compelling… Hollis is magical on the layers of myth and history in the classical world… this is an engaging, erudite 
and readable book 
ð Financial Times 

Tremendous… Hollis recounts the stories of 13 structures with passion and panache… It's unusual for a non-fiction 
book to match a neat conceit with elegant execution, but Hollis has achieved it… his book [is] a rare thing: non-fiction 
you can reread 
ð Scotland on Sunday 

A fresh and remarkable take on the history of Western architecture … Hollis breathes life into these dusty buildings, 
reminding us that they are so much more than organised heaps of rubble 
ð Scotsman  

A digressive pleasure in the sheer strangeness of architecture and the mortal intrigues by which it was wrought 
ð Independent  

Here, buildings come into being at the hands of angels; and they are built as spells or blasphemies. Buildings invade or 
infect one other. Here, a building is destroyed by a magician falling from the sky; a building is stolen from the beginning 
of the World; and a building is the End of the World. In one story, nothing happens at all 

Original, unusual and beautifully written, THE SECRET LIVES OF BUILDINGS uses thirteen different buildings 
to trace an architectural zeitgeist which runs from Ancient Greece to the present, by way of the Dark Ages, the High 

Middle Ages, and the Modern Era. 

This is a book of stories about buildings, however, in each of which a building is followed from its conception and on 
through its eventful life until the present. Each of these picaresque narratives has therefore been chosen and 
arranged to contribute to a larger story: the History of Western architecture as a whole, told from the perspective of 
the buildings themselves, and which looks at the tactics each has adopted in order to survive... 

The heroes and heroines here are therefore the buildings themselves. 

Ultimately, THE SECRET LIVES OF BUILDINGS examines both the gulf and the connection between the 
power-pointing archaeologist of today, the mediaeval monk, and the Visigoth, all standing in different centuries 
before the same classical temple, yet each with wildly differing proposals for its future, ranging from careful 
conservation, to casual conversion, to a good old-fashioned burning... 

Ed Hollis is an architect who now lectures at The Edinburgh College of Art. As an architect, he worked with 
Geoffrey Bawa in Sri Lanka before spending five years with the Richard Murphy Practice in Edinburgh. An 
academic for the last five years, his combined experience – of designing, building, teaching and writing – provides 
this book‘s unique narrative weave and texture. He is 36. 
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BLOOD KNOTS 
 

Luke Jennings 
 
 
A strange, original, haunting book, I will never pass a stream or a canal without remembering it 
 – Lynn Barber, author of AN EDUCATION 

I was transfixed. Hooked, even. Blood Knots is a beautifully crafted story, a masterclass in gilded loss. I was 
completely absorbed by Jenning‘s stilled, naturalist‘s eye as he waited by dark canals and chuckling chalk streams for 
that flash of beauty, while on the other plane, above the water, the ugly chaos of life waited to resume its infernal 
narrative. Haunting 
– Nicholas Crane, author of TWO DEGREES WEST and CLEAR WATERS RISING 

An exceptional books. More than simply a memoir of angling, Blood Knots is in fact a book about history and war, 
about affection and loss, memory and place... in short, it is a classic – a book that will be read for a long time and 
treasured 
 – Esther Woolfson, author of CORVUS: A Life With Birds 

Nothing prepared me to be so gripped by Luke Jenning‘s memoir of his boyhood struggles to catch freshwater fish. He 
interweaves edge-of-the-seat tales of angling with profound meditations, wry anecdotes and, at the book‘s heart, 
moving valedictories to the two extraordinary men who were his role models 
 – Catherine Mayer, Time London Bureau Chief 

This is no run of the mill angling memoir, but a deft, evocative account of growing up – immaculately written, and 
sparkling with insights 
 – David Profumo 

With this dark and dramatic memoir of an angler's life, Booker longlisted author Luke Jennings' new book places 
him in the front rank of British natural history writers. 

As a child in the 1960s, Luke Jennings was fascinated by the rivers and lakes around his Sussex home. Beneath their 
surfaces, it seemed to him, waited alien and mysterious worlds. With library books as his guide, he applied himself to 
the task of learning to fish. 

His progress was slow, and for years he caught nothing. But then a series of teachers presented themselves, including 
an inspirational young intelligence officer, from whom he learnt stealth, deception and the art of the dry fly. So 
began an enlightening but often dark-shadowed journey of discovery. It would lead to bright streams and wild 
country, but would end with his mentor‘s capture, torture and execution by the IRA. 

BLOOD KNOTS is about angling, about great fish caught and lost, but it is also about friendship, honour and 
coming of age. As an adult Jennings has sought out lost and secretive waterways, probing waters 'as deep as England' 
at dead of night in search of giant pike. The quest, as always, is for more than the living quarry. For only by searching 
far beneath the surface, Jennings suggests in this most moving and thought-provoking of memoirs, can you connect 
with your own deep history. 

Luke Jennings is the author of three novels, including the Booker Prize-nominated ATLANTIC, and (with 
Deborah Bull) of THE FABER GUIDE TO BALLET. As a journalist he has written for Vanity Fair, the New Yorker 
and Time, as well as all the British quality titles, and is currently the dance critic at the Observer. He is married with 
three children, lives in North London, and fishes whenever he can. 
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THE EXPECTANT DAD‘S SURVIVAL GUIDE 
Everything You Need To Know 
 

Rob Kemp 
 
 
 

From buying buggies and cutting the cord to dealing with your wife‘s breast-feeding in public – the life of a first-time 
father will throw-up new experiences every day. 
 
Gone are the days when anxious expectant fathers were left chain-smoking in a small room, awaiting news from the 
maternity ward. Today they attend antenatal checks, road-test buggies and even sit in the birthing pool waiting to cut 
the cord. Every year 500,000 men become dads for the first time. 86% now attend the birth of their child. These are 
unprecedented times. Is it any wonder they get a little anxious during the nine-month gestation period? 

THE EXPECTANT DAD‘S SURVIVAL GUIDE tells every dad-to-be all he needs to know about his partner's 
pregnancy, the birth, the first six weeks -– and how it will impact on him. It will answer every question he finds 
himself asking from paternity leave and financial planning, to the difference between an epidural and episiotomy, and 
‗how do we have a conversation that isn‘t about the baby?‘ 

Backed up with expert advice from male midwives and obstetricians, and delivered in a light, informative tone, this 
essential guide will be the book a bloke reaches for when he needs to gen-up on this life-changing event. 

Rob Kemp is a freelance magazine writer and editor. He is Editor-at-Large for the parenting magazine for fathers 

FQ. He is also a contributing editor to Men's Health and he‘s currently writing and editing sections for the Guardian, 
Country Walking, Sainsburyõs Fresh Ideas and Pregnancy & Baby magazines. He writes about men's interest issues, 
focussing on fatherhood, fitness and health.  
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THE MANHATTAN OPTION 
 

Adam LeBor 
 
 
 

In spring 2009, shortly after publishing a newspaper article about Nazi commercial interests in the USA during 
World War II, Adam LeBor was contacted by the widow of an Australian journalist called Bob Scholfield. They met 
in London, and she handed him several thick files marked ‗SECRET‘. 

Safely back in his study, he opened the files to find a treasure trove of unknown documents, which tell the classified 
story of the British government's attempts to bring America into the Second World War. 

At a time when it looked as if Britain might well fall to the Axis, Winston Churchill established an office on the 32nd 
Floor of the Rockefeller Centre in New York, the sole purpose of which was to manipulate American public opinion 
against the Germans and in favour of the Allies. They demolished pro-German sentiment and business networks in 
the States, using techniques as varied as forensic accounting, theft and even taking false mediums on lecture tours of 
the States.  

This is just the tip of the iceberg, for LeBor traces the networks which reached out from Nazi Germany into the 
American political and business worlds, even after America had joined the war. Painstakingly researched, using 
sources never seen before, THE MANHATTAN OPTION is an important and fascinating study into the dark 
underside of the war effort. 

Adam LeBor is the central European correspondent for the Times, and a distinguished non-fiction author who also 
reviews for the Economist and the New York Times. Now in his mid-forties, Adam has published eight books, including 
HITLER'S SECRET BANKERS, which exposed the Nazis' banking secrets and the collusion of the West; 
COMPLICITY WITH EVIL, which examined the United Nations' lamentable record in the face of modern 
genocides; and CITY OF ORANGES, a wonderful portrait of the changing lives of six families over the last century 
in Jaffa.  
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THE PAPER TRAIL 
 

Alexander Monro 
 
 
 

THE PAPER TRAIL is the story of how a Chinese invention revolutionized written knowledge across Eurasia, from 
its birth in China two thousand years ago to the printing explosion that galvanised Europe fifteen hundred years 
later. 

It is a journey through politics and religion, as leaders in both spheres ally with paper to ensure ideological influence 
or domination. This is not a story concerned with a technology for its own sake but, instead, with the profound 
impact that technology enjoyed and the possibilities it awakened, as knowledge experienced a series of explosions 
from East to West. It is a journey of stops and starts, since paper-making in any significant quantity remained limited 
to East Asia for seven centuries, then spread rapidly through the Abbasid Caliphate to embed the Koran, Koranic 
commentaries and theological debates in the cultures of the Dar al Islam. Finally it twinned with printing in Europe 
to feed the Renaissance demand for books, and thereby allow Reformation ideas to gain currency, and "heretical" 
scientific ideas to gain ground as a new knowledge culture emerged, driven by commerce and, in time, a reading 
public, rather than by Rome 

This book will therefore be the story of how an obsession with the past and with learning led to the invention of 
paper, sparking a series of explosions of knowledge that led from second century China to sixteenth century Europe, 
where the story climaxed with a printing-driven knowledge revolution focused on the three great founding fathers of 
European modernity – the Renaissance, the Reformation and the Scientific Revolution. Along its path lay several 
crucial staging posts – in effect a series of big bang moments that sent knowledge to ever-greater audiences – 
granting to the book an entirely new order of power and, to those who could control its production, sway over the 
minds of their subjects, compatriots or religious devotees. 

Alexander Monro has worked as a Parliamentary researcher, on The Times foreign desk, and as a general news and 
features reporter for Reuters Shanghai. He was previously China analyst at Trusted Sources, where he wrote reports 
on political risk in China. Alexander has edited a classical poetry collection on four Chinese cities, Laments of Four 
Cities of China, which was published by Eland in 2008. A chapter he wrote on Genghis Khan was included in Thames 
& Hudson‘s recent Seventy Great Journeys and he has co-edited an anthology of poetry about the east called Desert Air. 
In 2002 he was sponsored by the Scott Society to trace the route of Genghis Khan through Mongolia on horseback. 
His articles have been published by The Times, Sunday Telegraph, Guardian Arts Blog, Washington Post, Boston Globe, South 
China Morning Post, New Statesman, New Scientist, AFP and Reuters. He speaks French and mandarin Chinese, studying 
the latter at the universities of Cambridge and Peking. He is a fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society. He is 28 years old. 
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SMALL DOGS CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE 
 

Bel Mooney 
 

 

 

I want to tell you a fluffy dog story. Itõs only a tiny piece of good news, which only really matters to me and to my family. 
Yet, in the small saga of an even smaller lost dog, thereõs surely something to please the most hardened cynic. 

Two years ago, I became the doting owner of a tiny six month old Maltese dog, an animated powder puff, a frivolous 
wisp of a canine creature, who had been left tied to a tree in a park in Bath, and taken to the RSPCA home. The breed 
is ancient and expensive (especially the bitches) so why it happened was a mystery. But Bonnie came to live with me and 
immediately filled my empty nest, then saw me through the break-up of my marriage, moving houseé everything.  She 
sleeps on my bed and on my knee while I write. I know itõs stupid, but Iõm mad about the toy... 

In a memoir mixing personal revelation with literature, history, and inspirational self help, Bel Mooney tells the story 
of how her Maltese dog, Bonnie, came into her life and transformed it. For Bonnie was a rescue dog, but what Bel 
could not possibly have predicted was that this tiny white lapdog would help to rescue her at one of the darkest times 
of her life, when her world fell apart with the breakup of her 35-year marriage. 

SMALL DOGS CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE really is a story of survival – and also one of love. 

Bel Mooney is a journalist with almost forty years‘ experience. Well-known to millions for her advice columns, first 
for The Times and now in the Daily Mail, as well as an extensive range of programmes for radio and television, Bel will 
now take the reader on a journey of discovery, in which she finds herself transformed into a dog-lover by one small 
and lively bundle of white fur. Entertaining, full of anecdote and deeply moving, SMALL DOGS CAN SAVE 
YOUR LIFE will take the reader on an inspirational walk with one very small but very remarkable dog – a dog who 
will become a symbol for all that is best about dogs, and about we humans too. 
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HOW TO CREATE THE PERFECT WIFE 
 

Wendy Moore 
 

 

Praise for WEDLOCK: Sunday Times Number One Bestseller 

Selected for the Channel 4 TV Book Club 

Washington Post Ten Books of the Year (2009) 

This splendid book, well researched and richly detailed, is as gripping as a novel.  
– Michael Arditti, Daily Telegraph 

Wedlock is the best biography I have read in a long time. It‘s gripping, addictive and painstakingly researched. The book 
works on many levels – it‘s not just a tale of evil but also one of humanity and loyalty. 
– Andrea Wulf, Mail on Sunday 

Wedlock is serious, perceptive, thoughtful and – by no means least – compulsively readable. 
– Jonathan Yardley, Washington Post 

Wedlock is meticulously researched and Moore, mistress of suspense, writes in the gripping language of a thriller so the 
pages flash past. This book has it all – the blackest of villains, the strongest of friendship, kidnap, abortions, riches and all 
completely true. Ripe for film adaptation. 
– Katie Toms, Observer 

Wendy Moore whips along a story crammed with corrupt surgeons, questionable chaplains, fallen women and gossips…  
 – Independent  

Mesmerising... Wedlock often reads like a cross between Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire and the Gothic horrors so 
popular at the time…  
– George Pendle, Financial Times  

An unbelievably tense denouement which any work of Hollywood fiction would struggle to match  
 – Scotland on Sunday  

Sabrina Sidney spent her first years at London Foundling Hospital, but was adopted at eleven by Thomas Day, a 
young gentleman of independent means with an interest in Jean-Jacques Rousseau (and his curious ideas about 
education). After deciding that the women of the eighteenth century did not match up to his exacting standards, Day 
adopted Sabrina and another girl, aged twelve, with the intention of training them up according to Rousseau‘s ideas. 
Whichever of the two girls showed most potential, he would make his wife.  

The program consisted of a Spartan regime, including experimental methods such as firing pistols beside their ears 
and dropping hot sealing wax on their arms. Unsurprisingly, Thomas Day‘s marriage plans did not run smoothly, and 
the girls were abandoned to a boarding house with a meagre allowance.  

Sabrina Sidney went on to feature in the life of scientists and luminaries as disparate as Erasmus, Darwin and Joseph 
Priestley, as well as that pioneering generation of women writers including Fanny Burney, Maria Edgeworth and 
Anna Seward. Yet Sabrina‘s was an incredibly difficult life, for in such a class-conscious society she inhabited a 
curious half-world in which her status seemed pulled back and forth between that of a ward, an ex-orphan, a not-
quite fiancée and a governess. 

A riveting study in women‘s historic powerlessness, and a story of an extraordinary life, HOW TO CREATE THE 
PERFECT WIFE will be the perfect follow-up to Sunday Times number one bestseller WEDLOCK. 

Wendy Moore has written across the spectrum from the Observer to the British Medical Journal, and from the 
Independent on Sunday to the Guardian. Her first two books: THE KNIFE MAN and WEDLOCK were published to 
huge popular acclaim.  

 

 

UK Publisher Orion 

Delivery Spring 2011 

UK Publication Spring 2012 

Status Proposal 

Length 90,000 words  

Agent PEW 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth, Brazil (Record)  



 

 56 

Conville & Walsh Ltd 

Non-fiction 

 

THE WAVE WATCHER‘S COMPANION 

From Ocean Waves to Light Waves, via Shock Waves, Stadium Waves and All 

the Rest of Life's Undulations 
 

Gavin Pretor-Pinney 
 
 
 
Author of THE CLOUDSPOTTER‘S GUIDE, which sold more than 100,000 copies in UK hardback 

When they roll up the beach and lap at our feet on seaside holidays, waves can feel like nature‘s mantra. Their eternal 
repetition seems to clear the mind and bring our lives into perspective. Waves are also our main means of contact 
with the world around us, for everything we see and everything we hear reaches us in the form of light or sound 
waves. 

Incorporating photographs, diagrams and illustrations, WAVES is a light-hearted and informative guide to the 
central role they play in our lives. It has a colour section in the middle as well as a ‗moving section‘ – a set of web 
pages, designed to fit with and complement the book, showing waves in motion. And peppered throughout the book 
the reader will find occasional ‗experiments‘, which couldn‘t be further from the type if thing we did in science 
lessons at school! They are funny, revealing and sometimes ridiculous ways that the reader can experience the effects 
of waves at first hand. 

• We are all familiar with the siren of a speeding fire engine changing note as it passes by. This is due to the way 
sound waves are affected by movement. The same principle, when applied to light waves, reveals the distance 
of neighbouring galaxies. 

• ‗Rogue‘ waves at sea can reach well in excess of 100 feet. Though their formation is unclear, they are 
considered to be responsible for many major shipwrecks. A new method of interpreting satellite imagery 
suggests that around ten rogue waves are prowling our oceans at any one time. 

• A musical instrument known as the viola d‘amore has six strings hidden below the fingerboard. These are 
neither plucked nor bowed like the normal strings, but vibrate in sympathy with them – ‗played‘ by the sound 
waves from above. This resonance serves as a metaphor for love: one system set in motion by the vibrations of 
another. 

Gavin Pretor-Pinney is the author of the international bestseller, THE CLOUDSPOTTER‘S GUIDE, which was 
the inaugural publication of the Cloud Appreciation Society. He is also the co-founder and creative director of the 
Idler, a magazine now in its twelfth year and described variously as ‗the world‘s finest periodical‘ (Time Out) and ‗truly 
inspired‘ (Sunday Telegraph). 
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FROM DEMOCRATS TO KINGS 
The Brutal Dawn of a New World from the Downfall of Athens to the Rise 
of Alexander the Great 
 
Michael Scott 

 
 
England's answer to Indiana Jones 
– Daily Star 

It's admirable of Michael Scott to shine a light on the forgotten 4th century, and he's engaging about the culture that 
bloomed as Athens faded 
 ð Daily Mail 

The storyline is handled with verve and original insights. The treatment is accessible and punchy, and a wide 
readership cannot fail to be entertained as well as instructed about a world that is both familiar and alien, modern as 
well as ancient 
 – Professor Paul Cartledge, A.G. Leventis Professor of Greek Culture, University of Cambridge 

An admirably written chapter from the past that illustrates history's ability constantly, often tragically, to repeat itself 
 – Simon Jenkins, Guardian and Times columnist 

The period after the defeat of Athens in the Peloponnesian War in 404 BC often gets passed over by historians, so it is 
great to have Michael Scott's lively account of a period that has its own fascinations. States rose and fell, brilliant 
generals had their moments of glory, ill-considered foreign expeditions crashed to defeat. Lots of lessons for today. 
Scott's vivid narrative takes us through Alexander and then into the kingdoms that followed... It has just the sort of 
drama and big personalities that grip his, and our, imaginations 
 – Charles Freeman, author of A NEW HISTORY OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY, EGYPT, GREECE AND ROME 

Athens, 404 BC. 

The Democratic city-state has been ravaged by a long and bloody war with neighbouring Sparta. The search for 
scapegoats begins and Athens, liberty's beacon in the ancient world, turns its sword on its own way of life. Civil war 
and much bloodshed ensue. Defining moments of Greek history, culture, politics, religion and identity are debated 
ferociously in Athenian board rooms, back streets and battlefields. 

By 323 BC, less than 100 years later, Athens and the rest of Greece, not to mention a large part of the known world, 
has come under the control of an absolute monarch, a master of self-publicity and a model for despots for millennia 
to come: 'megas alexandros', or Alexander the Great. 

FROM DEMOCRATS TO KINGS explores the dramatic and little-known story of how the ancient world was 
turned on its head from Democratic Athens to King Alexander the Great in a superb example of popular history 
writing. It also gives us a fresh take on the similar challenges we face today in the 21st century – a world in which 
many democracies – old and new – fight for survival, in which war-time and peace-time have become 
indistinguishable and in which the severity of the economic crisis is only matched by a crisis in our own sense of self. 

Michael Scott, 28, is currently Moses and Mary Finley Research Fellow at Darwin College, Cambridge. His research 
focuses on the ancient history and archaeology of the Greek and Roman worlds. During 2007 and 2008 he was a 
guest lecturer aboard the easyCruise tour of Classical Greece. He was also an on-screen historical consultant for the 
History Channel's new series, Ancient Discoveries, broadcast in March 2009. FROM DEMOCRATS TO KINGS is his 
first book. 
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AN AFRICAN LOVE STORY 
 
Dame Daphne Sheldrick 

 
 
 

Ever since she helped raise an orphaned antelope at the age of three, Dame Daphne Sheldrick has known what her 
life‘s work would be. Back then, Kenya‘s population was 4 million. Now Kenya stands at a crossroads, with a 
population burgeoning at 40 million, and the relationship with its wildlife is more strained than ever. This book will 
be the story of a woman who as fought all her life to protect the wildlife for the next generations. 

AN AFRICAN LOVE STORY is about animals such as Eleanor, one of the first orphaned elephants which Dame 
Daphne raised as a calf, who has now grown up to become the matriarch of her own herd of orphaned elephants. It 
is also about her ongoing battle against poachers; the struggle against mass culling of elephants; her tireless 
campaigning for the banning of the ivory trade and the heart-breaking story of how Daphne devoted her life to 
saving elephant orphans, at first losing every infant under the age of two until she at last managed to devise the first-

ever milk formula which would keep them alive. 

Finally, it is about the extraordinary love story which blossomed when Daphne, then a young and already married 
mother, moved to Tsavo with her first husband and fell head over heels with both the park and its famous warden, 
David Sheldrick. David Sheldrick, who ran the Tsavo National Park in the ‗50s and ‗60s, and did much of the 
pioneering research to show that elephants are intelligent, social creatures, became Daphnes‘s husband, and together, 
they have changed the face of Kenyan wildlife conservation. His legacy lives on in the David Sheldrick Wildlife 
Trust, the charity through which she continues to keep alive his accomplishments and wisdom. 

Dame Daphne Sheldrick has been named as one of the 35 most significant conservationists ever. She has won the 
BBC‘s Lifetime Achievement Award and has an Honorary Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery from 
Glasgow University. In 2002 the Kenyan government made her a Moran of the Burning Spear, and in 2006 she was 
made a Dame of the British Empire for her services to conservation work. She runs the David Sheldrick Wildlife 
Trust with her daughter, Angela. 
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RAISING BABIES 
 
Pat Spungin 

 
 
Praise for www.raisingkids.co.uk 

I discovered raisingkids.co.uk two years ago and the difference it has made to my experience of being a mother is 
enormous 
ð A mother quoted in the Observer  

Offers support, information, friendship and advice to anyone raising kids 
ð Independent 

Every thoughtful parent should find this site supportive and enlightening 
ð Good Web Guide 2008 

One serious problem facing new parents is that their complicated little bundle doesn‘t come with any instructions. 
RaisingKids steps into the breach. RaisingKids is as soothing as sucking a dummy 
ð Sunday Times 

Packed with expert advice and fascinating case studies, RAISING BABIES will tell you everything you need to know 
about looking after your tiny baby in the first year. From feeding and weaning to routines and comforting, here you 
will find answers to the most common questions as well as soothing advice to help guide you through the challenges 
of being a new parent. 

Dr Pat Spungin is the founder of Raisingkids.co.uk and a parenting skills expert. She is a regular broadcaster and 
has written extensively on family life. Previously she was a University Lecturer in Child Psychology. Her books 
include SILENT NIGHTS: How to Develop a Peaceful Sleeping Routine, THE TEENAGER MANUAL: Practical 
Advice for all Parents, THE PARENTALK GUIDE TO BROTHERS AND SISTERS and UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR FAMILY. Dr Pat's latest book RAISING BABIES will be available from November 2009 and a second 
book RAISING TODDLERS will follow in February 2010 With three grown-up children of her own Dr Spungin 
has a unique perspective on the problems parents face, thanks to her wide-ranging professional and personal 
experience. She regularly appears on television and radio as an expert commentator on parenting issues, dealing with 
topics including drug use by teenagers, censorship and children, internet safety and family issues.  
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THE BIOGRAPHY OF FRANCIS BACON 
 

Mark Stevens & Annalyn Swan 
 
 

Praise for DE KOONING: An American Master (winner of a 2005 Pulitzer Prize in Biography; nominated as a New 
York Times 10 Best Books of 2005; 2004 National Book Critics Circle Award in Biography; 2004 Los Angeles Times 
Award in Biography; 2005 Ambassador Book Award, the English-Speaking Union of the United States): 

Brilliant, sweeping, authoritative... The elusiveness of its subject makes the achievement of De Kooning: An American 
Master that much more dazzling... a remarkably lucid narrative 
– Janet Maslin, The New York Times 

Exhaustive, scholarly, pulsating with life. Also, what beguiling close-ups of this elusive artist 
– John Richardson 

One of the great strengths of this book is its sense of an artist in his studio. At times the authors disappear, and we 
watch [de Kooning] apply paint, scrape it off and attack again, trace sections of a painting and pin them on other parts 
to see how they work, stare at pictures for hours, destroy canvases, fly into rages of frustration...an important book 
– Red Grooms, The New York Times 

A wise and delectable biography... To read [this] book is to spend hours in the company of the most interesting of 
men, ever on the threshold of moments when mere interest dissolves into hot, stammering creative bliss 
– Peter Schjeldahl, New Yorker 

Many visual artists made startling, demonic images during the course of the dark, foreboding 20th century but none 
did so with more authority than the painter Francis Bacon (1909-1992). His paintings of the 1940s bore witness to 
the shattered psychology of the time and shot him to prominence that hardly diminished over the next fifty years. He 
captured sexuality, violence and isolation in his unflinching depictions of the anxieties of the modern condition.  

He became the modern master of the monstrous; an iconic figure in Western culture. 

That emblematic ‗mastery‘ makes Bacon a particularly important subject for a biography: His paintings capture both 
the futility and the furies of post-war life. But he also became an emblematic figure in gay history; an essential 
advocate of the ‗outsider‘s‘ perspective in Western society. ‗I live in, you may say, a gilded squalor‘, Bacon said of his 
life, which oscillated between elegant lunches and dinners and nocturnal adventures in the dark corners of London. 
Even his celebrity, which could seem, at times, like a trashy halo, conveyed something important about the 
surrounding society. He represents much more, in short, than just another painter‘s idiosyncratic view of the world. 

Today, the fascination with Bacon shows no sign of diminishing. In 2008, a triptych sold at Christie‘s for $51.7 
million. And 2008 sees a major retrospective of Bacon‘s work at Tate Britain, which subsequently will tour the world. 

Mark and Annalyn bring Bacon to life on the page; capturing as precisely as possible the character of the man and his 
world. Relying on the work of earlier writers and their own comprehensive new research, they put this remarkable 
life into a rich panorama, bringing together the personal and the emblematic sides of Bacon. 

Mark Stevens is the former art critic of New York magazine. He has also been the art critic for the New Republic and 
Newsweek and has written numerous essays published in books, art magazines, catalogues and general interest 
publications, including: New Yorker, Vanity Fair, and The New York Times. His essays for New York magazine were 
among the finalists for a 2005 National Magazine Award. A graduate of Princeton University and King‘s College, 
Cambridge, he was, most recently, a 2007-2008 Cullman Fellow at the New York Public Library. 
 

Annalyn Swan is the former arts editor of Newsweek and an award-winning music critic. She began her career at Time 
magazine and has written for The New Republic, The Atlantic Monthly and New York magazine, among others. As an 
independent book and magazine editor, she has worked with many of the leading journalism organizations in the 
U.S., among them Time Inc., U.S. News & World Report, and Forbes. A graduate of Princeton University, she was 
named a Marshall Scholar and earned her master‘s degree at King‘s College, Cambridge. She is a former trustee of 
Princeton University.  
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THE PANTOMIME LIFE OF JOSEPH GRIMALDI 
Laughter, Madness and the Story of Britain‘s Greatest Comedian 
 

Andrew Stott 
 
 
Proposal won the Royal Society of Literature Jerwood Award, 2007 

Radio Four‘s Book of the Week: from 21st December 2009 

Grimaldi is once more the tragic anti-hero – to be loved and reviled in equal measure. This is a wonderful book: 
beautiful, heartbreaking and absolutely fascinating 
– Amanda Foreman, author of Georgina, Duchess of Devonshire 

This interesting and entertaining book gives a real insight into how much professional comedy has changed over the 
last 250 years, and how much it hasn't changed 
 – Frank Skinner 

Joseph Grimaldi, as this fast-paced, rumbustious biography shows, invented the figure of the classic clown that we 
know today, both in his dress and larcenous antics and in the sadness behind the mask…  Stott evokes both the 
dizzying excitement and the harshness of theatrical life… A round of applause is due to this exuberant, impassioned 
portrait, for bringing the great Grimaldi, "Joey the Clown", into the limelight again 
– Jenny Uglow, Guardian  

Andrew McConnell Stott‘s engaging book... presents a fantastic panorama of stage history, tracing how pantomime, of 
all unlikely pastimes, rose to be the most popular and lucrative British art form at a time when the rest of Europe was 
convulsed by the French revolution and the Napoleonic wars….  McConnell Stott, a stand-up comic as well as a 
professor at the State University of New York, Buffalo, recounts these wonders with infectious brio.  
– The Times 

Stott‘s biography is rich in detail. He succeeds in evoking the London theatrical world of the time in all its riotous 
energy… 
 ð Times Literary Supplement 

Beautifully written and impressively well-researched biography of Grimaldi 
ð Scotsman  

A man goes into the doctors, ôDoctor,õ he says, ôcan you help me? Life doesnõt seem worth living, and I am shrouded in 
constant gloom.õ ôMy good man,õ says the doctor, taking a good look at the melancholy face before him, ôthere is only one 
cure for you. You must go and see Grimaldi the clown.õ ôSir,õ replies the patient, ôI am Grimaldi the clown.õ 

The son of a deranged Italian immigrant, Joseph Grimaldi (1778–1837) was the most celebrated of English clowns. 
The first to use white-face make-up and wear outrageous coloured clothes, he completely transformed the role of the 
Clown in the pantomime with a look as iconic as Chaplin's tramp or Tommy Cooper's magician. One of the first 
celebrity comedians, his friends included Lord Byron and the actor Edmund Kean, and his memoirs were edited by 
the young Charles Dickens.  

But underneath the stage paint, Grimaldi struggled with depression and his life was blighted with tragedy. His first 
wife died in childbirth and his son would go on to drink himself to death. In later life, the extreme physicality of his 
performances left him disabled and in constant pain. The outward joy and tomfoolery of his performances masked a 
dark and depressing personal life, and instituted the modern figure of the glum, brooding comedian.  

Drawing on a wealth of source material, Stott has written the definitive biography of Grimaldi and a highly nuanced 
portrait of Georgian theatre in London, from the frequent riots at Drury Lane to the spectacular excess of its arch 
rival Sadler‘s Wells; from stage elephants running amok to recreations of Admiral Nelson‘s sea battles on flooded 
stages at the height of the Napoleonic Wars. Joseph Grimaldi left an indelible mark on the theatre and the 
performing arts, but his legacy is one of human struggle, battling demons and giving it his all in the face of adversity. 

Andrew Stott is a comedian, turned Shakespeare scholar. He in inexorably drawn to the recurrent connection 
between death, humour and madness and it was while researching the history of clowns and comedians for an 
academic book (COMEDY, Routledge, 2005) that he fell upon the enigma of Joe Grimaldi. 

 

 

UK Publisher Canongate 

UK Publication 29 October 2009 

Length 322 pages 

Agent BFM 

 

All rights available excluding UK & Commonwealth  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/biography


 

 62 

Conville & Walsh Ltd 

Non-fiction 

 

SUPERNORMALITY 
 
Richard Wiseman 

 
 
Praise for Richard Wiseman: 

This is a self-help book, but with a difference: almost everything in it is underpinned by peer-reviewed and often 
fascinating research. It could actually help you be a little happier, perform better in interviews, procrastinate less, 
improve your relationships, reduce your stress levels and become a better parent 
ð New Scientist on 59 SECONDS 

Richard Wiseman offers quick and quirky techniques to help people achieve their aims and ambitions in minutes 
ð Mail on Sunday on 59 SECONDS 

Excellent! A triumph of scientifically proven advice over the myths of self-help. Uplifting and long overdue 
– Derren Brown on 59 SECONDS 

Buy a pot plant and throw out the cat: the quickest (and daftest) ways to improve your life 
– Daily Mail on 59 SECONDS 

These principles can be used to enhance the amount of good fortune people experience in their lives... the research has 
serious implications 
 ð Guardian on THE LUCK FACTOR 

Using Professor Wiseman‘s scientifically proven techniques, you too can understand, control and increase your own 
good fortune 
 ð Daily Mail on THE LUCK FACTOR 

For over one hundred years a dedicated band of eccentric researchers has investigated the paranormal. In a series of 
bizarre experiments, they persuaded NASA astronauts to send telepathic signals from the moon, tested a talking 
mongoose, staged secret experiments at Grateful Dead concerts, electrocuted cockroaches, tested psychic tips on the 
stock market (and won), took copious amounts of mind-altering drugs, conducted studies at the North Pole and 

infiltrated several cults. 

Richard Wiseman has had a lifelong interest in the paranormal, and is proud to count himself as one of the eccentric 
researchers mentioned above. He spent four years testing psychics and mediums as part of his doctorate at the 
Koestler Parapsychology Unit, Edinburgh University. For the past twenty years he has immersed himself in the 
weird world of supernatural science, spending nights in haunted castles, investigating gurus in India, attempting to 
talk with the dead, and examining psychic dogs. Wiseman now presents the first ever behind-the-scenes look at some 
of the strangest research ever conducted, lifting the lid on a remarkable world where anything seems possible and yet 
nothing is ever quite as it seems. 

Richard Wiseman is the most cited psychologist now working in Britain. For fourteen years he has run the 
Research Unit at the University of Hertfordshire, and in 2002 he was appointed the country‘s first Professor of the 
Public Understanding of Psychology. More than anything, Richard has become well known for researching the areas 
that other psychologists ignore – investigating whether falling in love disrupts your sense of time, for instance, or 
how honest people are when given the wrong change in supermarkets. Now 39, he‘s whip-smart, and brilliantly 
connected in the media. Google Richard‘s name and you‘ll find some 22,000 mentions of his work... alongside 
which, he has also developed a career lecturing to business groups. On the book front, he has written four hugely 
successful titles – THE LUCK FACTOR, DID YOU SPOT THE GORILLA?, QUIRKOLOGY and 59 
SECONDS – which have sold in 27 languages worldwide. 
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THE FOUNDING GARDENERS 
How the Revolutionary Generation created the American Eden 
 

Andrea Wulf 
 
 
Praise for THE BROTHER GARDENERS: 

February 2009: Paperback Pick in The Times, Guardian, Telegraph and Daily Express 

Daily Mail Best Gardening Books of the Year, December 2008 

[A] Splendid new book... Throughout The Brother Gardeners, Wulf‘s flair for storytelling is combined with scholarship, 
brio and a charmingly airy style. (It‘s hard to resist her comparison of the soft needles and dangling cones of an 
Eastern hemlock to ―feather boas carelessly slung around a woman‘s neck.‖) She has written a delightful book — and 
you don‘t need to be a gardener to enjoy it 
ð The New York Times 

Wulf, a German-born journalist, wonderfully conveys the allure and cultural importance of the garden 
ð Publishers Weekly (US) 

The Brother Gardeners is beautifully researched and equally well written 
ð American Scientist 

THE FOUNDING GARDENERS tells the story of the Founding Fathers, and of their establishment of a nation, 
from the unique perspective of their love of gardening, botany and agriculture. Amidst all the turmoil of the 
Founding Fathers‘ lives, this adoration of gardening was a constant that would profoundly influence the making of 
the nation. At once, it casts new light upon the Founding Fathers as tillers of the earth and as connoisseurs of plants, 
while at the same time showing how the founding of the American nation was directly influenced by the Founding 
Fathers‘ appreciation of nature, plants, and the environment. Here Andrea Wulf reveals an often overlooked aspect 
of the revolutionary generation. Whereas many histories of this period concentrate on the Founding Fathers‘ public 
personas and achievements – John Adams‘ fierce speeches in Congress; James Madison‘s contribution to the drafting 
of the Constitution; Benjamin Franklin‘s diplomatic negotiations with the French – THE FOUNDING 
GARDENERS uncovers a more private and contemplative side of the Founding Fathers as they wandered amongst 
their flowerbeds, for example, or broke their own trade embargoes in order to receive new plant shipments. 

Based on the Founding Fathers‘ letters, notes and diaries, and told with a lightness of touch, THE FOUNDING 
GARDENERS lies on the historical side of the garden fence. 

Andrea Wulf trained as a design historian at the Royal College of Art. Her first book, THIS OTHER EDEN: Seven 
Great Gardens and 300 Years of English History, co-authored with Emma Gieben-Gamel, was published by Little, 
Brown in 2005. Her second, THE BROTHER GARDENERS, was published by Heinemann in 2008.  
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